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THE YEOSU DECLARATION:



The philosophy and vision of the Yeosu Expo, which pursue ‘Green 
Growth from the Sea’ should continue to spread out to the world…
Now we need to make concrete action plans for international cooperation 
so that the Yeosu Declaration does not remain a mere declaration.

- Prime Minister Hwang-sik Kim, Republic of Korea -
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YEOSU DECLARATION FORUM WELCOMING ADDRESS



The Yeosu Declaration on the Living Ocean and Coast provides
a strong call to action and a guide for the future we wish to chart.
We need to show a heightened sense of responsibility in protecting 
the ocean and coasts. They are the foundation of life on this planet 
and hold the key to the future of humanity… The ocean holds so 
many solutions for the future we want for all… I pledge the full 
commitment of the UN family to the Yeosu Declaration.

- Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations -
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CONGRATULATORY REMARKSYEOSU DECLARATION FORUM



The ocean is vital for our planet and essential for human civilization. 
We call for global leadership to raise the awareness of governments 
as to the need to better protect the marine environment and aim to 
elevate ocean-related issues to the top of the global policy agenda.

- Prime Minister Willy Telavi, Tuvalu -

6   THE YEOSU DECLARATION LOOKING TO THE OCEAN AS THE NEW ENGINE FOR SUSTAINABLE GREEN GROWTH   7

READING OF THE YEOSU DECLARATIONYEOSU DECLARATION FORUM



This report summarizes the discussion and recommendations that emerged from the Yeosu Declaration Forum and 
Roundtable, which took place on August 12, 2012 in Yeosu, Republic of Korea. The Yeosu Declaration Forum and 
Roundtable hosted open and forward-looking dialogue among the world’s ocean leaders on means to translate the 
spirit of the Yeosu Declaration on the Living Ocean and Coast into action. 
 
The Yeosu Expo has put forth a vision of a prosperous global community living in harmony with the ocean through 
innovative approaches on conservation and sustainable use. The Yeosu Declaration is an important legacy of the 
Expo and aims to mobilize the global ocean community to make the vision of the Expo into a reality. 
 
The Forum and Roundtable outlined the vision of the ocean as a new engine of sustainable economic growth, 
combined with sustainable management and stewardship of ocean resources. The two events provided a key 
opportunity to build on the political momentum of Rio+20, with the heightened awareness of the general public on 
the ocean, which was illustrated by more than 8 million Expo visitors.
 
We, as an international community, must act urgently and at all levels, from the top of our political systems down to 
citizens’ everyday lives, to secure the health and well-being of the ocean for current and future generations. The need 
to act upon a new vision of a ‘Green Growth from the Sea’ and a new ‘Blue Society,’ where people are stewards of 
our oceans and coasts, is a compelling imperative. 
 
We acknowledge, with sincere thanks, the financial support and contribution of the following organizations to the 
Yeosu Declaration, the Yeosu Declaration Forum and Roundtable: The Organizing Committee for Expo 2012 Yeosu 
Korea, the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs, the City of Yeosu, and the Korea Institute of Ocean 
Science and Technology.
 
This report was prepared by the Korea Institute of Ocean Science and Technology and the Global Ocean Forum, with 
the assistance of Won Joon Hur, and further review and input by the members of the Drafting Committee, and the 
International and National Review Committees of the Yeosu Declaration (see attached Annex III). Their contribution 
is highly recognized with sincere gratitude. 
 

February 1, 2013

Dosoo Jang
Biliana Cicin-Sain

Preface
The Yeosu Declaration is an international 
manifesto to tackle the challenges related to the 
ocean and coastal areas, calling each government 
and civic group to voluntarily demonstrate tangible 
initiatives by putting commitments into action.

The Yeosu Declaration reminds us that the ocean 
is our wealth: it is the source of our civilizations 
and cultures; the bearer of our food and medicines; 
the repository of future energy; and the route of 
trade and prosperity.

- Chairman Dong-suk Kang, The Organizing Committee 

for Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea -

- Secretary General Vicente G. Loscertales, 

Bureau International des Expositions -
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1. Introduction

The year 2012 was a special year for the ocean community. We have reached a turning point for the ocean, 
coasts, and islands. We are entering a new realm of discovery and innovation, with scientists and researchers 
constantly pushing the boundaries of our understanding on the ocean and our ability to utilize its resources in 
new ways. We are also reaching environmental ‘tipping points’ beyond which many marine ecosystems will 
be unable to recover. As well, ocean issues have garnered unprecedented attention and emerged as a common 
priority of the global community. In 2012, the 30th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS), called “the constitution of the ocean,” was celebrated. The government of Brazil also 
hosted the Rio+20 Conference in 2012, where governments and civil society emphasized the need to take 
tangible action on ocean issues, and the International Exposition Yeosu Korea 2012 (Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea), 
focusing on the “The Living Ocean and Coast,” which drew more than 8.2 million people over the course of 
93 days further emphasized the importance of the ocean.

The Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea was a monumental event for the Republic of Korea, symbolizing recognition by 
the global community on the importance of the ocean. The Expo followed in the spirit of past international 
expositions in highlighting the defining issues of our time, showcasing new innovations, and painting a 
hopeful picture of the future. It specifically focused on three sub-themes: Development and Preservation of the 
Ocean and Coast, New Resources Technology, and Creative Marine Activities. These sub-themes have been 
further developed into 6 thematic groups, namely, Climate & Environment, Marine Life, Marine Industry & 
Technology, Marine City and Marine Civilization, and Marine Arts, each of which were demonstrated in their 
respective sub-theme pavilions.

In this spirit of progress and innovation, as reflected in the exhibitions of the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea, the 
Yeosu Declaration and the Yeosu Declaration Forum sought to catalyze international action in pursuit of the 
new vision of “green growth from the sea,” which looks to the ocean as an engine of sustainable economic 
growth, while keeping the ocean healthy and ensuring harmony of the sea and humankind.

The Yeosu Declaration Forum hosted high-level addresses by leaders from government, international and 
intergovernmental organizations, ocean research institutions, and civil society on measures to translate the 
spirit of the Yeosu Declaration into concrete action. These discussions provided guidance for the implementing 
the Yeosu Declaration and bringing the vision of “green growth from the sea” to fruition.

2. Purpose of the Report

This report summarizes the central items of discussion and recommendations that emerged from the Yeosu 
Declaration Forum and Roundtable, which took place on August 12, 2012 in Yeosu, Korea. The Yeosu 

Declaration Forum and Roundtable hosted open and forward-thinking dialogues among the world’s ocean 
leaders on means to translate the spirit of the Yeosu Declaration on the Living Ocean and Coast into action. 

3. Background

3.1 Rio+20 Conference and the Sustainable Development Paradigm

The ocean is the kernel of sustainable development, essential to economic development, social development, 
and environmental protection. It is of great economic, social, and cultural significance to all countries, 
including 183 coastal countries and island states. The ocean provides billions of people with nutrition and 
livelihoods, and underpins the global economy and society. The United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCED), convened in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on June 3-14, 1992, brought together 
virtually all nations of the world to promote a new vision embodied in the concept of sustainable development, 
which holds that the global community must recognize the close interrelationship between environmental 
protection, social development, and economic growth. Governments gathered once again to advance the 
sustainable development paradigm further and reinvigorate global commitment at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa on August 26 - September 4, 2002.

Twenty years after the 1992 UNCED, leaders from all sectors of the global community (including 44,000 
participants from 191 countries, of which 79 were heads of state) gathered in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil at the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (also called the Rio+20 Conference) to follow up on 
major commitments and advance sustainable development in the context of new and emerging opportunities 
and challenges. The Rio+20 Conference hosted negotiations and more than 3,500 related events on sustainable 
development issues, including energy, green job growth, conservation.

The negotiations of the Rio+20 Conference produced an outcome document, The Future We Want, which 
reinforces many previous commitments and puts forth some additional commitments. As well, more than 
700 voluntary commitments on sustainable development were put forth by various members of the global 
community, including governments, non-governmental, international and intergovernmental organizations, 
and members of the private sector.

Governments and civil society both emphasized the importance of addressing prominent issues about the 
ocean and its role in sustainable development at the Rio+20 Conference. Ocean issues emerged as a strong 
priority throughout the preparatory process, with governments putting ocean issues high on the agenda of 
the Conference, and international, intergovernmental, and non-governmental organizations hosting multi-
stakeholder dialogues and producing robust policy reports on the role of the ocean in sustainable development. 
The Rio+20 process raised the global profile of the ocean, reinvigorated political will on ocean issues, and 
improved the awareness and understanding of the global community on the importance of ocean issues.
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Through the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea and the Rio+20 Conference, two major events held in 2012, ocean issues 
have been raised significantly in the global policy agenda and in the hearts and minds of the global population.

3.2 The Ocean Provides for Planetary Survival and Growth

Over half of the world’s population from 183 countries lives in coastal areas, including 13 of the world’s 20 
megacities1 (IOC/UNESCO, IMO, FAO and UNDP, 2011). It has been estimated that 61% of the world’s total 
Gross National Product (GNP) comes from the ocean and coastal areas within 100 kilometers of the coastline 
(UNEP, 2006).

The ocean is essential to providing nutrition and livelihoods for the global population and it underpins the 
world’s economy. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) estimates that fish 
provides more than 16.6% of the world’s intake of animal protein and 6.5% of all protein consumed (FAO, 
2012). The ocean directly supports the livelihoods of hundreds of millions around the globe, employing more 
people worldwide than traditional agriculture (FAO, 2010). 90% of global trade is carried by ships, and it 
is estimated that, over the last four decades, total seaborne trade has quadrupled (International Chamber of 
Shipping). Recent estimates indicate that in 2010 there were 54.8 million people engaged in the primary sector 
of capture fisheries and aquaculture (FAO, 2012). Fisheries and aquaculture also provide numerous jobs in 
ancillary activities, such as fish processing, packaging, marketing and distribution, manufacturing of fish 
processing equipment, net and gear making, ice production and supply, boat construction and maintenance, 
research, development, and administration (FAO, 2012).

Marine and coastal biodiversity provides many valuable services and products to people, including climate 
regulation, cancer-curing medicines, genetic resources, nutrient cycling, carbon storage, and cultural value, 
among others. The services provided by healthy marine ecosystems, such as water filtration services, 
recreational areas for tourism, and supporting high biodiversity, are estimated to be worth approximately 
$250,000 billion per year (Nellemann, et al., 2009). The ocean has absorbed 90% of the energy from the 
warming of the Earth in the last few decades (Turley, et al., 2011). The ocean is critical to the Earth’s carbon 
cycle, handling over 93% of carbon dioxide (Nellemann, et al., 2009) and absorbing more than 26% of the 
carbon dioxide emitted to the atmosphere from human activities (IOC/UNESCO, IMO, FAO and UNDP,  
2011). Coastal ecosystems are capable of storing carbon at rates as much as five times higher than tropical 
forests (Nellemann, et al., 2009).

As well, the ocean provides a wealth of opportunities for innovation and many unexplored possibilities for 
sustainable growth and development. For example, offshore wind energy is expected to increase 4 fold in 
the next 2 years, and over 20 fold by 2020 (IOC/UNESCO, IMO, FAO, and UNDP, 2011). There also is a 

growing interest in exploiting tidal, current, and wave energy. The global wave energy resource is estimated to 
be around 8,000-80,000 TWh/yr (1-10TW), which is the same order of magnitude as global electrical energy 
consumption (RenewableUK, 2010). Marine algae may become a viable source of biodiesel, and can yield 10-
100 times more fuel than other forms of biofuel crops (Greenwell, et al., 2010). Desalination technology can 
provide reliable sources of drinking water for billions around the world lacking access to potable water.

However, the impacts of a number of key drivers, including overfishing, pollution, populations rise, and 
climate change are impacting marine ecosystems and compromising the ability of the ocean in providing 
essential resources and critically important services. Catch of marine fisheries has declined from 86.4 million 
tons in 1996 to 77.4 million tons in 2010 (FAO, 2012). The proportion of fully exploited fish stocks rose 
from 52% in 2004 to 57% in 2009, overexploited stocks rose from 24% in 2004 to 30% in 2009 (FAO, 
2012). Overfishing has resulted in lost benefits to fishing nations of roughly $50 billion per year (World Bank 
and FAO, 2009). The ocean is becoming increasingly acidic, due to absorption of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, at a dramatic rate that is estimated to be 10 times faster than has been experienced in the last 
65 million years (Noone, et al., 2012). Coastal ecosystems are being lost four times faster than rainforests 
(Nellemann, et al., 2009), including the loss of 35% of the world’s mangrove forests since 1980 (Valiela, et 
al., 2009) and 34% of the world’s reefs have already been destroyed or are in imminent danger of collapsing 
(Hughes, 2009). Marine pollution also continues to increase. It is estimated that there are 46,000 pieces of 
plastic litter on every square mile of the ocean’s surface (UNEP and IUCN, 2006). The number of hypoxic 
dead zones has increased dramatically in the last four decades, increasing 10 fold between 1969 and 2010, 
with the highest rate of increase occurring in the developing world (Diaz and Rosenberg, 2008).

Nevertheless, there are many promising and positive efforts underway at various levels to address these 
impacts. Steps have been taken to improve and expand implementation of integrated ecosystem-based 
governance of marine resources, from which we have gained valuable experience and learned important 
lessons. Over 100 countries have established integrated coastal management (ICM) programs (Cicin-Sain, 
et. al., 2011). We have witnessed the expanded implementation of marine protected areas (MPAs), and the 
total ocean area protected by MPAs has increased over 150% since 2003 (Toropova, et. al., 2010). As well, 
spatially expansive MPAs have recently been established in biodiversity-rich areas, such as the Phoenix 
Islands Protected Area in Kiribati and the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument in Hawaii. Many 
countries have developed national legislation prohibiting destructive practices and expanded efforts to address 
illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing, although enforcement is largely inadequate (Cicin-Sain, et. 
al., 2011). International organizations and private foundations have also expanded efforts for training in the 
field of ocean management, and for public education and outreach.

The ocean and its role in survival and human well-being is now firmly on the global agenda. As ocean issues 
have gained significant global attention, this is a very opportune time to mobilize the ocean community under 
a new paradigm to take tangible and innovative actions to improve the health and productivity of ocean 
resources, while halting environmental degradation and addressing pressing social issues. The essence of the 
Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea is to provide a vision for building “green growth from the sea” that keeps the ocean 

1.  World’s 13 Coastal Megacities (2011) : Bangkok, Buenos Aires, Istanbul, Jakarta, Karachi, Lagos, Los Angeles, Manila,  
New York, Osaka, Rio de Janeiro, Shanghai, and Tokyo (Alphabetical)
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Panel Chair
Carl-Christian Schmidt, OECD Koji Sekimizu, IMO

Irina Bokova, UNESCO Jung-Keuk Kang, KIOST

José Graziano da Silva, FAO Amina Mohamed, UNEP

YEOSU DECLARATION FORUMhealthy and ensures the harmony and prosperity of the sea and humankind. The Yeosu Declaration, as an 
important legacy of the Yeosu Expo, is aimed at raising political will and public attention on innovative and 
sustainable approaches to address the challenges and opportunities of the ocean.

4.  The Spirit of the Yeosu Declaration and  
Its Call to Action

The Yeosu Declaration builds on the efforts of the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea, as well as the international 
framework for the ocean and the outcomes of major conferences on sustainable development. It recognizes 
the ocean as a critical part of the Earth’s life supporting system and a valuable source of food, livelihood, and 
culture to billions around the world. The marine ecosystem services and a rich diversity of marine resources 
are essential to human survival, civilization, and prosperity. This is especially important in light of the growing 
global population and the many pressures facing the ocean.

The Declaration aims to elevate ocean issues to the top of the global policy agenda and empower all 
stakeholders to have greater stewardship and take up their unique roles in ensuring the well-being of the ocean 
for future generations. It seeks to mobilize the global community in all sectors, including governments, civil 
society, and the private sector, to support the ocean as an important source of prosperity and development, 
strengthening social and economic linkages of the global community.

It also aims to catalyze tangible action for the protection of marine ecosystems and the use of innovative 
and environmentally-friendly technologies to realize the many opportunities of the ocean. It seeks to support 
an improved understanding of the ocean through science and observation in order to better manage ocean 
resources and more effectively respond to major threats and natural disasters.

As the well-being of the entire world is inextricably connected to the ocean, the Yeosu Declaration emphasizes 
the importance of collaborative international action, involving all nations. In this respect, the Declaration also 
highlights the importance of assisting developing nations, including small island developing states (SIDS), to 
better manage their marine resources and address ocean-related challenges.

The Declaration also highlights the Yeosu Project, as a legacy of the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea, which focuses 
on building the capacity of developing nations, and calls for translating the spirit of the Yeosu Declaration into 
action (see attached Annex I: The Yeosu Declaration in English, French and Korean).
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Co-Chair
Biliana Cicin-Sain, GOF

Co-Chair
Sung-Hwan Son, MOFAT

Dosoo Jang, KIOST Javier Valladares, IOC/UNESCO (former)

Wendy Watson-Wright, IOC/UNESCO Patricio A. Bernal, IUCN

Chung-seog Kim, Mayor, 
Yeosu City, Korea

Joon-yung Park, Governor, 
JeollaNamdo Province, Korea

Arni Mathiesen, FAO Andrew Hudson, UNDP

Paul Holthus, WOC Susan Avery, WHOI

ROUNDTABLE
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Woong-Seo Kim, KIOST Nicole Glineur, GEF

Suh-Yong Chung, Korea University Jacqueline Alder, UNEP

Zhanhai Zhang, SOA Young Ho Choi, Korea Naval Academy

Woon-yul Oh, MLTM Yves Henocque, IFREMER

Young Jae Ro, KSO Jihyun Lee, CBD

Stephen de Mora, PML Chang-Gu Kang, KOSMEE

22   THE YEOSU DECLARATION LOOKING TO THE OCEAN AS THE NEW ENGINE FOR SUSTAINABLE GREEN GROWTH   23

YEOSU DECLARATION FORUM ROUNDTABLE



Philippe Vallette, Aquarium Nausicaä Alexander Bychkov, PICES

Yea-Dong Kim, SCAR Sophie Seeyave, POGO

Raphael Lotilla, PEMSEA Panapasi Nelesone, Tuvalu

5. The Yeosu Project

The Yeosu Project is an international cooperation program designed to strengthen the capacity of developing 
countries in meeting the challenges related to the ocean and the environment. It is intended to be the practical 
element that translates the spirit of the Yeosu Declaration and the theme of Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea into 
action. The Yeosu Project will become an important legacy of Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea by helping developing 
countries, international and intergovernmental organizations, and international leadership to create forward-
looking and environmentally-friendly approaches in preserving and making judicious use of marine resources.

5.1 Government Funding

A total of 10 billion won (approximately 10 million US dollars) has been invested in projects as a pilot 
program by the Korean government from 2009 through 2012 to assist coastal and island communities in 
coping with ocean-related challenges. The results of the pilot projects are being evaluated and the design for 
the next stage is in progress. In 2012 after the Yeosu Expo was successfully completed, Korean government 
made a decision to advance the three-year pilot stage of the Yeosu Project for the main program in the near 
future in an effort to raise, if successful, a total of 100 billion won (approximately 100 million US dollars) as a 
seed fund.

5.2 Focal Areas of the Pilot Projects

5.3 Implementation of the Pilot Projects

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) was designated as the execution agency.

1. Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia
2. Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia
3. Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission

Improvement of the marine environment
•  Management and conservation of marine resources
• Marine environment exploration
• Marine safety measures

Development of new marine technologies
• Practical use of fisheries resources
•  Development of marine biological resources
• Utilization of marine mineral resources

Conservation and utilization of marine resources • Conservation of fisheries resources

Phase Number of Projects Countries/Organizations

First-Year 12 Fiji, Indonesia, Kiribati, Nauru, Philippines, Tuvalu, Vietnam 

Second-Year 3 Grenada, Sri Lanka, Tanzania

Third-Year 6 FAO, IMO, IOC/UNESCO, PEMSEA1, COBSEA2, WCPFC3
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Vicente Gonzalez Loscertales, Secretary General of Bureau International des Expositions, stated in his 
congratulatory remarks that “The Yeosu Declaration reminds us that the ocean is our wealth: it is the source 
of our civilisations and cultures, it is the bearer of our food and medicines, it is the repository of future energy, 
it is the route of trade and prosperity.”

The main points that emerged in the day’s discussions can be organized into three main thematic areas: 
(1) Green growth from the sea to support the ocean as a new engine of sustainable economic growth; (2) 
Supporting ocean stewardship throughout the global community; and (3) Supporting developing countries in 
achieving green growth from the sea.

8.1 Green Growth from the Sea

For Implementing the Yeosu Declaration:

Equity and Transparency

• Ensure that the principles of equity and transparency are central in the transition to green growth from 
the sea 

Science and Technology

• Develop new technological approaches to shift towards more sustainable practices in both new and 
traditional uses of the ocean

• Increase investment and policy support for new technologies to ensure that new and emerging 
opportunities in the ocean can be explored while mitigating impacts on the marine environment, and 
reducing the costs of technologies and making them accessible to all nations

• Develop viable policy and regulatory frameworks, underpinned by sound data and research, for new 
and emerging technologies 

Ocean Observation and Data to Support Improved Management

• Expand and support comprehensive and sustained observation and monitoring of the marine 
environment as contributions to the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS), including through 
increased institutional capacity and funding 

• Support developing countries, through technology transfer and other types of capacity development 
in observing and monitoring the marine environment, and foster data exchange across nations and the 
international community

• Support the role of the private sector in ocean observation and monitoring
• Support the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 

Environment, including Socio-economic Aspects (Regular Process) and other types of reporting 
mechanisms to strengthen the science-policy interface 

• Improve the consistency in the type of the data collected on natural and non-natural science areas to 
support effective and coherent policy development for ocean management

6. Yeosu Declaration Forum

The Yeosu Declaration Forum, held on August 12, 2012, the closing day of the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea, 
focused on tangible measures to implement the spirit of the Declaration and featured high-level addresses 
from UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Prime Minister Kim Hwang-sik of the Republic of Korea, 
Prime Minister Willy Telavi of Tuvalu, and was attended by more than 800 participants including national 
commissioners, international and national-level marine experts and scientists, inter- and non-governmental 
organizations, students, youth, and other members of civil society. By providing a venue for high-level ocean 
leaders to voice their support for the Declaration and outline measures to translate it into action, the Yeosu 
Declaration Forum was an important means to bring the Yeosu Declaration to life (see attached Annex II: The 
Yeosu Declaration Forum Program).

7. Yeosu Declaration Roundtable

Prior to the Yeosu Declaration Forum, a roundtable was held at Hotel MVL Yeosu to support the presentations 
of the Forum in outlining tangible action items for the Yeosu Declaration. The Yeosu Declaration Roundtable 
was composed of the members of the Yeosu Declaration Drafting Committee, the National Review Committee, 
and the International Review Committee. The Roundtable hosted constructive dialogue to identify concrete 
actions and next steps to implement the spirit of the Yeosu Declaration (see attached Annex III: Members of 
the Drafting/Review Committees for the Yeosu Declaration). The Roundtable provided a valuable opportunity 
for leading global experts on ocean issues to participate as members of the Drafting and Review Committees 
and provide further input and contribute to advancing the Yeosu Declaration and the Yeosu Project.

8.  Advancing a New Paradigm for  
the Ocean through the Yeosu Declaration

Throughout the discussions of the Yeosu Declaration Forum and Roundtable, innovative and forward-looking 
ideas emerged for mobilizing various stakeholders to implement the Declaration and to advance a new 
paradigm of “green growth from the sea.”

Despite recognition of a number of key drivers and pressing threats/stressors, the discussions were marked 
by a sense of opportunity and hope for the future. Global ocean leaders highlighted the Expo 2012 Yeosu 
Korea and the Yeosu Declaration as a milestone, redefining in our relationship with the ocean, shifting from 
unsustainable resource-use and ecosystem degradation to a society that utilizes new opportunities of the 
ocean, driving sustainable economies while reducing impacts on the marine environment and ensuring that 
ecosystems remain healthy and productive.

26   THE YEOSU DECLARATION LOOKING TO THE OCEAN AS THE NEW ENGINE FOR SUSTAINABLE GREEN GROWTH   27

YEOSU DECLARATION FORUM ADVANCING A NEW PARADIGM FOR THE OCEAN THROUGH THE YEOSU DECLARATION



Since the emergence of the sustainable development paradigm, there has been widespread recognition of the 
linkages among economic growth, social development, and environmental protection. However, reliance on 
traditional modes of economic development has made the transition to, and the achievement of sustainable 
economic growth. It is widely acknowledged that the traditional economic growth model is unsustainable. In 
this sense, many have identified the need to develop innovative and sustainable modes of economic growth to 
address these shortcomings.

Closely aligned with the concept of ‘green economy’ or ‘blue economy,’ the concept of “green growth from 
the sea” holds that economic growth does not need to be sacrificed to ensure environmental protection and 
social development. Rather, new approaches to economic growth, underpinned by new technologies, market-
based mechanisms, ecosystem-based management of natural resources, and other innovative approaches, can 
allow for sustainable growth, while providing for the protection of the natural resource base, and addressing 
pressing social demands, such as food insecurity, poverty, and disease.

The global community is coming to an increased understanding of the need for new modes of doing business. 
Damaged marine ecosystems and overexploited ocean resources can no longer meet the demands for food 
and livelihoods as they once had. As well, our growing ability to better understand and quantify the myriad 
of services provided by healthy marine ecosystems clearly demonstrates that coastal communities, fisherfolk, 
industries and businesses benefit directly from cleaner and more ecologically robust marine ecosystems. 

Initiatives for economic valuation of ecosystem services, such as The Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity Services (TEEB), allow us to better make the case for sustainable resource use and marine 
protection to governments and policymakers, who then support the development and implementation of new 
policies for development of natural resources to create incentives for the protection and sustainable use of 
marine ecosystems.

The green growth concept has gained increasing attention and support in the context of discussions on climate 
change and development, and the recent Rio+20 Conference also served to increase its profile. Nonetheless, 
shortcomings remain with the concept, which has proven difficult to put into practice. There exists a lack 
of agreement on the definition of green growth and a lack of common understanding about what it entails. 
There are also limited strategies at various levels to support its implementation. As well, there are concerns 
that the concept could manifest itself into barriers to trade by creating high standards for products that many 
developing countries might not be able to meet. Also, transitioning to green growth often requires technologies 
that many in the developing world lack. 

Therefore, it is essential that the principles of equity and transparency underline the transition to green growth 
from the sea, while developing countries are supported in achieving the vision of green growth from the sea 
through technology transfer, training, investments, and sharing of knowledge.

• Improve understanding of, and methodologies to, analyze the value of both the market and non-market 
values of the ocean

Fisheries and Aquaculture

• Phase out harmful subsidies that drive overexploitation and harmful practices and support subsidies 
that encourage sustainable use and environmentally-friendly practices

• Support coastal fishing communities in taking up sustainable practices or switching to alternative 
livelihoods

• Sustainably expand aquaculture to meet the food demands of the rising global population

Integrated Governance

• Develop synergistic approaches to use ocean resources and space to reduce user conflicts, costs, and 
cumulative impacts

• Improve integrated ocean governance at the national level through the strengthening of integrated 
institutions and decision-making processes for the ocean and coasts 

• Accelerate the development and implementation of integrated ocean governance in regional and 
transboundary areas, encouraging the adoption of regional protocols on integrated ocean governance to 
guide action at regional and national levels

• Move toward ecosystem-based management of areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ) to address 
multiple use conflicts, manage new uses, and protect vulnerable ecosystems and marine biodiversity

• Implement the integrated approach at the United Nations level, supporting the United Nations 
Secretary General’s Oceans Compact, to enable a crosscutting approach and appropriate and timely 
response to major threats and opportunities related to the ocean

• Build upon and expand the use of marine spatial planning (MSP) in different areas, relying on useful 
guidelines that have been put forth, including the IOC/UNESCO MSP guidelines

• Improve governance, including through partnerships and sharing experiences, to improve the health 
and productivity of marine ecosystems and shore up much needed financing for coastal communities

Climate Change

• Integrate the use of both new scientific information and local knowledge in devising solutions to 
climate change 

• Protect and preserve ocean and coastal ecosystems to support climate change mitigation, ecosystem-
based climate change adaptation, and the long-term well-being and productivity of marine ecosystems 

• Explore new and innovative options to reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide levels, such as storage of 
CO2 in phytoplankton via bioreactors

• Build upon and coordinate ongoing efforts for ecosystem-based climate change adaptation in coastal 
and ocean areas, including through the utilization of existing funds for climate change adaptation (e.g. 
GEF Least Developed Countries Fund and Special Climate Change Fund)
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a partnership among the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the International Council for 
Science (ICSU). GOOS is a permanent global system for observations, modeling and analysis of the marine 
environment and provides accurate descriptions of the present state of the ocean and continuous forecasts 
of the future conditions of the sea, the basis for climate change forecasts. GOOS has greatly benefitted from 
the development of new technologies, including the combined use of drifting Argo buoys and satellites and 
reached a 100% rate of success in the implementation of Argo buoys, but the overall level of implementation 
is 63% of the goal targeted by 2011, indicating that the progress of GOOS has stagnated (Cicin-Sain, et. al., 
2011).

Some of the main barriers to robust observation of the marine environment include the lack of systematic 
environmental data exchange across nations and the international community, and the lack of capacity in many 
nations to carry out advanced observation. There is a clear need to increase institutional capacity and funding 
for scientific monitoring, and ensure adequate coverage of sampling sites. As well, developing countries must 
be supported, through technology transfer and other types of capacity development, to enable them to deliver 
sound scientific data to policy making processes (Cicin-Sain, et. al., 2011).

In 2004, responding to a commitment from the 2002 WSSD, the Regular Process under the United Nations for 
global reporting and assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects, was 
established. It is in need of support, especially for developing countries, to address the costs associated with its 
implementation. The Regular Process also develops coordination with other mechanisms linking science and 
policy, particularly the Intergovernmental Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) (Cicin-
Sain, et. al., 2011).

Observation is beneficial not only to the scientific community and to support effective management of 
resources, but it is also a useful tool for green growth. In recognition of this, the private sector has been playing 
an increasingly important role in observation. For example, the Smart Ocean/Smart Industries initiative, led by 
the World Ocean Council in collaboration with companies from various ocean sectors, aims to create a system 
to scale up and coordinate collection of ocean/climate data by the private sector for scientific programs that 
improve ocean health and industry sustainability. The Smart Ocean/Smart Industries program is proposed to 
be operational and ready to be used by a range of companies, sectors, and locations worldwide by 2015.

8.1.2 Technology Innovation at the Heart of Green Growth

Innovation in technology is recognized as an essential aspect of green growth from the sea. Many traditional 
types of technology and equipment in various sectors carry adverse impacts on the marine environment and 
use resources inefficiently. Even with improvement, new technology is needed, in many cases, to shift towards 
more sustainable approaches.

8.1.1 Observations to Form the Basis for Green Growth

Throughout the day’s discussions, many participants noted the importance of strengthening global ocean 
observation as an important pre-requisite to achieving green growth from the sea. Today’s world is constantly 
changing, and nowhere is this dynamism more evident than in the sea. The ocean acts as a buffer for rising 
global temperatures and release of carbon dioxide, serving to regularize the global ecosystem. However, as 
unsustainable human activities intensify climate change and release large quantities of carbon dioxide to an 
extent never seen before; the ocean is changing at an unprecedented pace.

In this context, global observation of the marine environment is an essential aspect of sustainable resource 
use and management of human activities impacting the marine environment. Comprehensive and sustained 
observation is important to building a solid foundation for sound policymaking, including identifying 
sustainable levels of exploitation for certain types of resources, and understanding the changing nature of 
marine ecosystems to ensure the adaptability of policies to changing environmental conditions.

Key Points from the Speech by Irina Bokova, Director-General, UNESCO

2012 has set milestones for global sustainability. Rio+20 was a turning point. This International 
Exposition Yeosu is another… Articles V and VI of the Yeosu Declaration portray an ocean under stress 
from the influence of human action, including climate change – all of these [I quote] “pose serious 
threats to the health of the ocean and the well-being of our civilization.” We need to raise awareness. We 
need to enhance scientific research, expand observing systems and develop ecosystem-based solutions. 
We must develop capacities, especially for those most vulnerable in developing countries and small 
islands developing states… In preparing for Rio+20, we published “A Blue Print for Ocean and Coastal 
Sustainability,” led by the IOC, written with the FAO, IMO and UNDP… The Blueprint put forward ten 
proposals to reach four objectives – reducing stress on the marine ecosystem, linking the green and blue 
economy, strengthening ocean governance, and improving global research, observing and monitoring…
The United Nations has recognized the need for a globally coordinated World Ocean Assessment – better 
known as the Regular Process – to evaluate the state of the ocean and develop sustainable solutions. 
Rio+20 showed strong recognition of the importance of the ocean, the pressures it faces and the need for 
effective responses… The Yeosu Declaration is another major step towards a more sustainable, global 
management of the ocean… The Global Ocean Observing System is not what it needs to be… This is 
the key point I wish to make – ocean observations must be comprehensive, continuous and sustained if 
we want to detect changes in the oceanic environment and act, on the basis of science, to mitigate the 
degradation of marine ecosystems… I call upon all States to implement the Yeosu Declaration and to 
join together to support the ocean… We must pass on a healthy ocean to future generations – this means 
understanding the ocean better and acting now (KIOST, 2012).

Since the 1990s, there has been much progress in implementing systematic observations of the marine 
environment, including, for example, the establishment of the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS), as 
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International Maritime Organization’s Sustainable Maritime Goals promote industry sustainability in the 
shipping sector with a focus on energy efficiency, new technology and innovation, among other priorities.

Another item of discussion that emerged was the need to look towards principles found in nature in developing 
new technologies. Natural ecosystems work in harmony with systems around them and do not produce waste, 
but rather transform energy into other usable forms. These principles were demonstrated by architectures at 
the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea. The Theme Pavilion utilized concepts inspired by the natural world to efficiently 
cool and power the building. There are also emerging technological approaches to capture nutrients from 
agriculture and wastewater to be recycled them into usable forms for marine activities.

While technological developments are often costly, investment in science and technology will allow new 
approaches to become economically viable in the future. In this sense, investment in technology now is a 
means of investing in the future of green growth and the prosperity of future generations.

An important aspect of sustainable growth and using new and emerging technologies is the presence of a 
viable policy and regulatory framework, underpinned by sound data and research. Upscaling new approaches 
and pilot projects to the full-scale commercial level can often have unforeseen environmental impacts. 
Regulatory frameworks should ensure that new uses are undertaken sustainably and with the health of the local 
environment and marine ecosystems as a central concern. On the other hand, overregulation can often serve 
to hamper growth by slowing down new initiatives in bureaucratic red tape. Policy frameworks must strike 
the right balance between enabling and supporting growth of new technology and ensuring that development 
proceeds in a sustainable manner.

Technological innovation is at the heart of green growth from the sea. In this sense, a key area in need 
of further action to implement the spirit of the Yeosu Declaration is to support science and technology 
through financial investment and support for research and development, technology transfer and training for 
developing countries, and to develop viable and efficient regulatory frameworks.

8.1.3 Linking Natural and Non-Natural Science Data

While much effort is underway to address the major gaps in natural science, discussions of the Roundtable 
highlighted notable gaps in information related to other areas linked to the sustainable use and management of 
ocean resources based on natural and non-natural science data.

One key area in need of further research is the non-market value of the ocean and the services provided by 
healthy marine ecosystems, such as nutrient cycling, climate change buffering, and coastal recreation. This 
type of information is a powerful tool to influence policy, support management, and explore appropriate 
financial incentives to promote more resource-efficient approaches. There has been much focus on this area 
in recent years, including through TEEB, but much more research is needed to improve methodologies and 
develop more locally-specific data on non-market values of marine ecosystems. Heterogeneity in the data 

New technologies can allow us to realize the opportunities of the ocean in a sustainable way and open many 
new avenues for sustainable development. Many of these potential opportunities were noted at the Yeosu 
Declaration Forum, including:

• Renewable energy from the ocean, such as wave power, tidal power, ocean current power, offshore wind 
power, and ocean thermal energy conversion (which harnesses energy from the temperature differences in 
the sea);

• Exploitation of methane hydrates in the seabed as viable source of fossil fuel with half of the emissions of 
traditional fossil fuels;

• Desalination technology that turns seawater into drinkable water;
• Use of autonomous vehicles to improve spatial and temporal data on coastal and marine ecosystems and 

perform difficult activities in the ocean; and
• Use of phytoplankton in bioreactors to capture excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

Investment and policy support for these technologies can ensure that new and emerging opportunities in 
the ocean can be explored while mitigating impacts on the marine environment and reducing the costs of 
technologies to eventually make them accessible to all nations.

Key Points from the Speech by Jung-Keuk Kang, President, KIOST

We must turn to the sea to meet the growing needs of the ever-increasing population, because the ocean 
can offer opportunities beyond our expectation. We can only take hold of those opportunities through 
science and technology. The seabed holds large stores of methane hydrate, which can be used a viable 
source of energy with half of the emissions of traditional fossil fuel. Manganese nodules on the deep-
seabed contain useful minerals such as cobalt, nickel and copper. Technology advancements are essential 
not only to utilizing these resources, but to minimizing the detrimental environmental impacts of these 
activities… Ocean science and technology can pave the way to new forms of renewable and alternative 
energy from the ocean, including ocean thermal energy conversion. Once technology has dealt with high 
cost of energy transition, the world economy will be powered by the tides, waves, currents, and thermal 
energy of the ocean, as well as by offshore wind. With desalination technology that turns seawater into 
drinkable water, the sea will become an oasis for a billion lacking access to drinking water, particularly 
taking into account the many dry lands in Africa and small island states. Marine life is mainly thought 
of as a source of food. Through scientific advances, it will also become a source of fuel, cosmetics, 
pharmaceuticals, and biodegradable plastics…We must not delay in working to achieve our vision for the 
future. We must invest in science and technology now, because the fruits from research and development 
take time, tenacity, a proactive approach and foresight (KIOST, 2012).

As well, technology developments can help to improve the sustainability of traditional uses of the ocean. 
In the fishing industry, for example, much work has been done in developing technologies to reduce the 
impacts of various types of fishing gear and inprove the fuel efficiency of vessels. The shipping industry is 
also undertaking notable steps to support technological innovation in moving towards green growth. The 
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Many are also looking to the potential to develop synergies with different types of renewable energy 
installations. Co-location of renewable energy with other uses, such as bioalgae farming or offshore 
aquaculture, can reduce user conflicts, installation and maintenance costs, and cumulative impacts on the 
environment.

Key Points from the Speech by Amina Mohamed, Deputy Executive Director, UNEP

Let me start by commending the Yeosu Declaration Committees in their leadership in developing this 
declaration which provides us all with a way forward to better manage our oceans… Many exhibitions 
here at Yeosu have shown us that beneath the blue surface most of us see, oceans are teeming with life 
from the surface, through the water column and even below the bottom of the ocean… The Rio+20 
Conference confirmed that these and other services are important but they are under threat. This same 
conference came to a consensus that the ‘Green Economy Approach’ is a feasible path to sustainable 
development and poverty alleviation. UNEP’s Green Economy in a Blue World Report released earlier this 
year made the case for the Green Economy applying in ocean sectors from fisheries to deep sea mining, 
and highlights some key actions that can be taken to shift to a green economy approach with multiple 
benefits to society… The Yeosu Declaration reminds of our collective responsibility to manage our oceans 
wisely and that the Green Economy approach is one pathway for us to meet that responsibility. That 
pathway for ocean industries can generate economic growth, and improve the health and integrity of marine 
ecosystems so that the vital goods and services from oceans are maintained for future generations… What 
else needs to be done? A multitude of actions are needed:

• Strengthening of marine science and raising awareness are needed to increase our understanding of 
marine ecosystems, so we know it value to society and what is needed to maintain those values;

• Shifting subsidies that drive over-exploitation or economic inefficiencies in using marine resources to 
more environmentally appropriate activities;

• We need to better understand the non-market values of oceans and the services they provide, and 
with this knowledge explore the appropriate financial incentives to shift the marine industries to use 
more resource efficient approaches and developed the needed technologies for these resource efficient 
approaches;

• In shifting to a Green Economy Approach we need to be mindful the broader societal goals such as 
equity, security and maintenance of natural capital. Therefore relevant public and private actors as 
well as civil society must all be a part of the greening process; and

• Greening of our ocean economies will require a commitment from each of us – as individuals, 
consumers, investors, entrepreneurs or politicians. And we need to nurture a generation of young 
people committed to make these necessary changes (KIOST, 2012).

The shipping industry has demonstrated a clear sense of responsibility with regard to the stewardship of the 
environment. The International Maritime Organization’s ‘Sustainable Maritime Development Goals’ will 

collected for natural vs. non-natural science areas makes effective and coherent policy development much 
more difficult.

Another key research need that has been identified is the requirement to improve our understanding of marine 
resource processes suitable for economic growth. While decades of experience in resource management 
has helped us to better understand the limits of many natural systems and resources, there is still much 
more research to be done in terms of enhancing our understanding of the dynamics of resource exploitation, 
ecological processes, and cumulative impacts of both natural and human-driven changes. With new approaches 
to utilization of ocean resources to support green growth from the sea, enhanced data collection and analysis 
should also be developed.

8.1.4 Green Practices in Industry and Management

In addition to new technology development, a green growth approach entails adjusting economic and 
management approaches to enable sustainable economic growth, including through market-based approaches. 
We are witnessing promising initiatives around the world at various scales to this effect. 

One area in need of further attention is addressing harmful subsidies that drive overexploitation. This problem 
is especially pronounced in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors. There are different types of subsidies 
provided to the fishing industry by governments for research and management and enforcement of regulations, 
fisheries infrastructure, vessel decommissioning, vessel construction and modernization, and cost subsidies. It 
is important to note, however, that fisheries subsidies can also support “environmentally-friendly” approaches, 
including less-damaging gear, as well as efforts to reduce fishing capacity (OECD, 2005). These types of 
complexities make the subsidies issue very difficult to address. Nonetheless, further efforts must be taken to 
identify subsidies that contribute to overexploitation and unsustainable practices, and eventually phase out 
harmful subsidies.

A growing area of focus to encourage sustainable fishing is rights-based management, which assigns the 
access rights for a given resource to individuals or groups. These approaches are aimed at providing clear 
incentives for sustainable fishing and have been successful in certain areas. Rights-based approaches have 
been in use for decades, including, for example, customary sea tenure in Oceania. An important catalyzing 
factor in rights-based approaches is creating the political willingness to support implementation.

Another prominent area of discussion is the many opportunities and efficiencies inherent in developing 
synergistic approaches to use of marine resources. Integrated multi-trophic aquaculture, for example, has 
been successfully implemented in many areas around the world, including the Yellow Sea. Integrated multi-
trophic aquaculture combines different species of aquaculture whereby the by-products from one aquatic 
species provide inputs for another. This reduces waste and environmental impacts, while also creating jobs and 
reducing pressure on fish stocks. 
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the weaknesses of sectoral management and accommodating multiple uses of ocean resources. Ecosystem-
based management explicitly focuses on maintaining ecosystem services and addressing the interconnections 
between various aspects of marine ecosystems, including social and economic factors.

Notable progress has been made in recent decades in implementing integrated ecosystem-based management 
of ocean resources. In many areas, the infrastructure for integrated ecosystem-based management has been put 
in place at national and regional levels. Over 100 countries have established integrated coastal management 
programs (some of these still need to be scaled up to encompass a nation’s entire coastal zone) and about 40 
countries are developing or are implementing integrated national ocean policies covering their 200-nautical 
mile Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). Integrated ecosystem-based management has been applied in regional 
areas as well, including through Regional Seas Programs and Large Marine Ecosystem Programs (Cicin-Sain, 
et. al., 2011).

Nonetheless, there is still much progress to be made at various levels to comprehensively implement integrated 
ecosystem-based management. At the national level, there is a need to scale up programs to ultimately include 
the entire coastal zone and ocean under national jurisdiction, including through the enactment of coastal and 
ocean laws, and the strengthening of integrated institutions and decision-making processes for the coast and 
ocean, including marine spatial planning. At the regional level, there is a need to accelerate the development 
and implementation of integrated ocean governance in regional and transboundary areas, including through 
the Regional Seas Programs and Large Marine Ecosystem Programs, encouraging the adoption of regional 
protocols on integrated ocean governance to guide action at regional and national levels. At the global level, 
we must move toward ecosystem-based management of areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ), the last 
global commons, to address multiple use conflicts, manage new uses, and protect vulnerable ecosystems and 
marine biodiversity (Cicin-Sain, et. al., 2011).

Key Points from the Speech by Biliana Cicin-Sain, President, GOF

We need to take decisive steps to scale up integrated, ecosystem-based governance of the ocean at 
national, regional, and global levels. The genius of the outcome of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit was the 
realization that we can no longer manage the ocean as we had traditionally, sector-by-sector, use-by-
use. Instead, we must implement approaches that are “integrated in content, and precautionary and 
anticipatory in ambit.” Since 1992, we have made great strides toward building the infrastructure for 
integrated ecosystem-based governance and have learned powerful lessons about the importance of 
creating and strengthening cross-cutting institutional arrangements for integrated governance. We now 
must:

1)  Scale up national programs to ultimately include the entire coastal zone and ocean under national 
jurisdiction, including through:

• Enactment of coastal and ocean laws, working with legislators;

focus on seven pillars of maritime sustainability:

• Energy efficiency;
• New technology and innovation;
• Maritime education and training;
• Maritime security and anti-piracy actions; 
• Maritime traffic management;
• Maritime infrastructure development; and
• Adoption and implementation of global standards by IMO.

Key Points from the Speech by Koji Sekimizu, Secretary-General, IMO

We are in a year remarkable for the laying down of new stepping stones on the route towards a sustainable 
future for our world and, in particular, for our relationship with the seas and the oceans that constitute 
more than 70 percent of our wonderful planet. In June, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development was held in Rio de Janeiro. And the Yeosu Declaration on the Living Ocean and Coast has 
now been adopted here this week. The Yeosu Declaration addresses the role of the oceans in meeting the 
sustainable economic, environmental and social goals of the global community. Shipping is the biggest 
user of the oceans and a fundamental driver of global development, transporting 90 percent of world 
trade. Viewed in this light, it is easy to see why sustainable development needs sustainable shipping. The 
ocean may rightfully be described as a “maritime silk-road,” along which goods of every description are 
routinely transported. As such, the need arises to protect the 1.5 million merchant seafarers, who are the 
lifeblood of this trade, from all the risks they face on a daily basis, and, in particular, in high-risk areas, 
from modern-day piracy. This is very much a key priority for IMO, but one which also needs the co-
operation of many international stakeholders… For the reasons I just mentioned, it is my strong belief that 
establishing a sustainable maritime transportation sector is essential to the development and growth of the 
world's economy. But to achieve it will require a coordinated and integrated approach to maritime policy 
at both the national and international levels. IMO will continue to provide the institutional framework for 
the sustainable development of maritime activities. In this regard, the IMO Council recently adopted the 
theme for World Maritime Day 2013: “Sustainable Development: IMO’s contribution beyond Rio+20”. 
This confirms our firm intention to concentrate on the commitments made at Rio+20, in 2013 and beyond. 
The Yeosu Declaration complements the vision and political commitments in "The future we want," and 
will feed into IMO’s efforts to ensure sustainable shipping and sustainable maritime industries, which are 
essential for sustainable development. The Yeosu Declaration provides direction for policy makers and 
those who influence them, and I wholeheartedly commend and support it (KIOST, 2012).

8.1.5 Integrated Ecosystem-Based Management

Essential to moving towards “green growth from the sea” is integrated management of ocean resources 
across sectors and using an ecosystem-based approach. Integrated management is focused on overcoming 
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the Living Ocean and Coast provides a strong call to action and a guide for the future we wish to chart. 
We need to show a heightened sense of responsibility in protecting the ocean and coasts. They are the 
foundation of life on this planet and hold the key to the future of humanity. We know the importance of the 
ocean for our climate, our weather, our food supplies. We must now act on this knowledge, together, and 
tackle the challenges of pollution, depleted fish stocks, acidification and rising resource exploitation. We 
must do so in ways that are scientifically-based, and that are socially and culturally inclusive. We must 
deepen our knowledge of ocean science, and build new partnerships among governments, civil society and 
the public and private sectors. This is why I am creating a new Scientific Advisory Board, with the help of 
UNESCO and other agencies, to strengthen the work of the UN for sustainability sciences. And it is why I 
have appointed a High-level Panel to advise on the global development agenda beyond 2015… The ocean 
holds so many solutions for the future we want for all. They are a modern maritime silk road. They hold 
vast new and renewable resources. They provide income and sustenance for billions of people. We must 
make the most of the oceans and coasts as engines for green economic growth. This has been the guiding 
spirit of Yeosu Expo-2012 – to protect, recover and sustain the ocean’s environment and natural resources 
– and to create new momentum for ocean sustainability. It is also the spirit of the “Oceans Compact” 
that I launched this morning. I pledge the full commitment of the United Nations family to the “Yeosu 
Declaration” and the new “Oceans Compact.” A strong wind of change is blowing. We saw this at the 
Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development, and we have seen it throughout this Expo…We all 
must become stewards of the ocean. This is the key message we send to the world today… We know what 
we have to do. The work starts now (KIOST, 2012).

Marine spatial planning (MSP) is also gaining increasing attention as a valuable tool for managing multiple 
uses of ocean resources. MSP is aimed at optimizing the use of marine space to benefit economic development 
and the marine environment. It is a tool for improved decision-making with the objective of balancing sectoral 
interests and achieving sustainable use of marine resources, generating a favorable climate for investment 
which, in turn, helps create growth and job creation in maritime activities (Cicin-Sain, et. al., 2011). There is 
a need to learn from and build upon our experience in marine spatial planning and expand MSP in different 
areas, relying on useful guidelines that have been put forth, including the IOC/UNESCO MSP guidelines.

Improved management of ocean resources has been shown to catalyze financing by capturing the costs of 
management inefficiencies (Glemarec, 2011). Recent evidence has shown that overfishing has resulted in 
lost benefits to fishing nations of roughly $50 billion per year (World Bank and FAO, 2009). Improving 
governance, including through partnerships and sharing experiences, can not only improve the health and 
productivity of marine ecosystems but also shore up much needed financing for coastal communities.

One important area in need of improved governance is fisheries and aquaculture. Fish provide more than 
16.6% of the world’s intake of animal protein. Rising global populations will require increased supply of 
seafood to meet these demands. However, global fish stocks continue to face significant pressure as the 

• Strengthening of integrated institutions and decision processes for the coast and ocean, including 
marine spatial planning approaches;

• Addressing persistent poverty and inequality in large parts of the coastal areas of the developing 
world; and

• Providing sufficient financing for developing countries and SIDS to cope with the effects of climate 
change; a minimum of half of the adaptation funds should be devoted to coastal and island 
communities, home to one-half of the world’s population.

2) At the regional level
• Accelerate the development and implementation of integrated ocean governance in regional and 

transboundary areas, including through the Large Marine Ecosystem Programs and the Regional Seas 
Programs, encouraging the adoption of regional protocols on integrated ocean governance to guide 
action at regional and national levels.

3) At the global level
• Move toward ecosystem-based management of areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ), the 

last global commons, to address multiple use conflicts, manage new uses, and protect vulnerable 
ecosystems and marine biodiversity; and

• Vest authority for applying integrated approaches in ABNJ in existing or new institutions and establish 
a process for multiple-use decision making (KIOST, 2012).

As well, there is a need to implement the integrated approach at the United Nations, namely through high-level 
coordination on ocean issues across various UN agencies to enable a cross-cutting approach and appropriate 
and timely response to major threats and opportunities related to the ocean. An important development, in 
this respect, is the newly-launched Oceans Compact “Healthy Oceans for Prosperity,” by the United Nations 
Secretary-General. The Oceans Compact is aimed at mobilizing and enhancing the UN system´s capacity to 
support actions by governments, and promote the engagement of intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, scientists, the private sector and industry to tackle challenges in protecting and restoring the 
health and productivity of the oceans for the benefit of present and future generations. Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon announced the Oceans Compact at the Yeosu Declaration Forum and pledged the full commitment 
of UN family to the Yeosu Declaration. An Oceans Advisory Group, composed of executive heads of relevant 
UN organizations, high-level policy-makers, scientists, leading ocean experts, private sector representatives, 
representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations, will be formed to 
support the Oceans Compact. The Advisory Group will focus on strategies for mobilizing resources needed for 
the implementation of the Oceans Compact Action Plan.

Key Points from the Speech by H.E. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General, UN

We are here today to bring Yeosu Expo 2012 to a close. But this is also just a beginning of a new movement 
for healthier oceans – the beginning of a new push for sustainable coasts. The Yeosu Declaration on 
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8.1.6  Climate Change as both a Barrier to and Driver of Innovation 
for Green Growth

Climate change is one of the key drivers of our time, with significant implications for marine ecosystems 
and coastal communities around the world. The ocean plays a central role in the climate cycle, generating 
oxygen, absorbing carbon dioxide, and regulating climate and temperature. Unfortunately, many of the 
impacts of climate change are near or exceeding the worst-case scenario predictions by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Many of these negative trends are happening faster than anticipated and 
are still accelerating, and many of the predicted changes are already evident, including sea level rise, ocean 
acidification, and melting of polar ice. Climate change poses a direct threat to the very survival of SIDS and 
many low-lying coastal communities (Cicin-Sain, et. al., 2011).

The two main approaches to address climate change are: (i) mitigating the concentration of greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere; and (ii) adapting to the impacts of climate change. There are numerous approaches 
to mitigate and adapt, with their respective benefits and drawbacks. However, there are also inherent 
opportunities for green growth synergies to address climate change. Addressing climate change in the context 
of green growth for the sea must focus on genuine partnership, built on both scientific and local knowledge, 
and look to mitigation and adaptation efforts not only as tackling a major threat to the ocean and coasts, but 
also as drivers for the creation of new opportunities.

Moving towards a low-carbon world is an essential aspect of the shift to green growth. Developing 
environmentally-friendly, low-emissions technologies are main pillars of this shift. There is also growing 
attention on the enormous potential of marine ecosystems to naturally store carbon dioxide (known as “blue 
carbon”). Coastal ecosystems, such as salt marshes and mangroves, are capable of storing carbon at rates as 
much as five times higher than tropical forests (Nellemann, et. al., 2009).This underlines the importance of 
protecting these ecosystems to support their role in carbon storage.

However, integrating blue carbon into climate change financing mechanisms and policy frameworks has 
proven difficult thus far. In this respect, there is a need to improve the awareness of policy makers of the value 
of blue carbon and engage climate change financing institutions that are already working on carbon accounting 
for forests. The scientific basis for blue carbon must also be strengthened in IPCC to better support discussions 
on blue carbon in the discussions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and improve the science-policy interface for blue carbon.

There are also proposals to capture and store carbon in the seabed and water column, although concerns 
remain about the potentially adverse environmental impacts of these activities. There are, however, proposals 
to capture and store carbon dioxide using more environmentally-friendly approaches, such as storage in 
phytoplankton via bioreactors. These potential options must be explored to devise solutions to address excess 
atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations.

proportion of fully exploited fish stocks rose from 52% in 2004 to 57% in 2009, overexploited stocks rose 
from 24% in 2004 to 30% in 2009 (FAO, 2012). Improved governance is needed for countries to better 
implement the various regulatory measures and agreements in place, as well as the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries.

Even with improvements in fisheries management and recovery of fish stocks, however, aquaculture will need 
to be expanded to meet rising food demands. Production from aquaculture should be more than doubled by 
2030 to support the present level of per capita consumption. Aquaculture shows a higher annual growth rate 
than wheat, rice, coarse grains, vegetable oils, dairy products, and sugar and is expected to surpass capture 
fisheries production by 2018.

Key Points from the Speech by José Graziano da Silva, Director-General, FAO

Fisheries and aquaculture play a vital role in the global, national and rural economies. The livelihoods 
of 12 percent of the world's population depend directly or indirectly on them. Many of them are women 
and children, and live in rural and small-scale communities. Fisheries and aquaculture are a primary 
source of protein for 17 percent of the world's population and nearly a quarter in low-income food deficit 
countries. They are vital for the Zero Hunger Challenge launched by the UN Secretary-General and for 
the concerted effort of the world community in that regard… Fisheries and aquaculture play an important 
role in food security and nutrition, as well as poverty alleviation. However, our oceans and coasts are 
in crisis. Stressed by the increasing pressures of human activities – from overfishing to pollution – our 
marine ecosystems are being further compromised by the effects of climate change. The growing global 
population in the coming decades will need more fish... Considering the limited supply from marine 
capture fisheries, this demand could only be met by developing sustainable aquaculture. Aquaculture has 
steadily increased its share in human food consumption and is expected to surpass capture fisheries by 
2018… We need to ensure that the responsible and sustainable management of our oceans and coasts is 
a global priority. The Yeosu Declaration can be a key to make this happen. But it cannot be fully realized 
without strengthening governance of the oceans, without sovereigns shouldering their responsibilities, 
without improving managerial and technical capacities and without consensus-building on how to better 
conserve and use our aquatic resources… We need to identify, scale-up and put into practice positive 
examples of cross-sectoral, ecosystem-based approaches for the conservation and sustainable use of 
marine resources... We need to explore innovative ideas, such as FAO’s global initiative to develop Low-
Impact Fuel-Efficient capture technologies and practices. This could lead to a reduction in the carbon 
footprint of fisheries across the supply chain. And we must reach out wider and engage all actors, 
including representatives from civil society, cooperatives and the private sector. As good examples, I 
wish to highlight the multi-partner GEF Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction Program, and the recently-
launched Global Partnership for Oceans. We shall see the Yeosu Declaration as a further pledge towards 
the sustainable and responsible use of our oceans’ resources... It lays out the responsibilities of the global 
community – of all of us – to commit today, for tomorrow (KIOST, 2012).
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• Support collaboration among governments, the private sector, scientists, and environmental interests, 
to ensure that robust and efficient regulatory frameworks are in place for new and emerging activities

• Support eco-labeling (which indicates if a product has been produced in environmentally-friendly manner), 
which have proven relatively effective in assisting consumers in supporting responsible companies

In working towards “green growth from the sea,” it is important to consider not only the goals and potential 
approaches, but also the players who are critical to realizing these goals. The vision of the Yeosu Declaration 
will not be achieved on its own. Ocean stakeholders from all sectors must take responsibility for the long-term 
health of the ocean and make tangible changes in how they manage and use ocean resources.

In the discussions surrounding the Yeosu Declaration, three primary stakeholder groups were identified as 
essential to the success of new initiatives: (1) governments; (2) private sectors; and (3) civil society, especially 
local populations. There are different means by which to engage and mobilize various stakeholder groups, 
depending on the action that is expected from each group.

8.2.1 Mobilizing Governments

As primary developers and implementers of ocean policies, governments are key actors in sustainable 
development and management of ocean resources. As such, mobilizing governments is a primary topic of 
discussion in moving towards green growth. 

A main topic of discussion was the importance of local governments in implementing ocean policies and new 
initiatives. Local-level governments are often more closely connected to the local populations and respond 
directly to the needs and interests of communities. While policies are often developed at higher bureaucratic 
levels, much of the responsibility for ground-level implementation generally falls to local governments. 
Therefore, local governments must understand the value and range of services provided by ocean resources 
and marine ecosystems and must be empowered to effectively implement policies.

Understanding the full range of services provided by the ocean, and conveying this value in policy relevant 
language, can often prove difficult. Additionally, policy changes in resource management can sometimes run 
counter to the interests of certain stakeholders and political agendas. Scientists, policy experts, and decision-
makers should work together more closely to strengthen the science-policy interface, and develop and 
implement policies for green growth from the sea. Describing the economic value of the ocean is especially 
effective in driving policy. As well, engaging high-level and high profile policy-makers and convincing them 
of the importance of the ocean and the need to take urgent action, thereby creating “ocean champions,” can be 
highly valuable in driving policy.

Protection of coastal ecosystems for climate change mitigation also supports ecosystem-based adaptation to 
climate change. Healthy marine ecosystems can act as both a physical and ecological buffer to climate change. 
Robust and resilient coastal ecosystems can mitigate the impacts of sea level rise and storm surge on coastal 
areas, and can also support healthy marine species capable of adapting to changing conditions and livelihoods 
for coastal populations. However, as conditions change, some coastal communities may need to turn to 
alternative livelihoods to maintain sustainability. 

There are many positive efforts for climate change adaptation that must be looked to for lessons learned and 
best practices. The various existing funds supporting ecosystem-based coastal adaptation to climate change 
(e.g. GEF Least Developed Countries Fund and Special Climate Change Fund) should be considered in 
future efforts to coordinate adaptation. Adaptation should also focus on urban areas and coastal megacities, as 
significant impacts will likely be felt in these areas as well.

Climate change adaptation and mitigation will require a commitment to the large scale restoration of coastal 
wetlands, estuaries, and coastal areas to rebuild ecosystem structure and function, and increase the productivity 
and resilience of marine species. The scale of restoration must be commensurate with the need to achieve the 
desired restoration of structure and function and restoration should be targeted at areas that are expected to 
realize the greatest increase in ecosystem goods and services.

8.2  Supporting Ocean Stewardship throughout the Global 
Community

For Implementing the Yeosu Declaration:

• Better engage governments, especially at the local level, to build their understanding of the value 
and range of services provided by the ocean and capacitate them to effectively implement policies in 
support of “green growth from the sea”

• Support collaboration among scientists, policy experts, and decision-makers to strengthen the science-
policy interface, and develop and implement policies for “green growth from the sea”

• Foster “ocean champions” by engaging high-level and high profile policy-makers on the importance of 
the ocean and the need to take urgent action

• Expand public education and outreach, including ocean literacy, ocean education, social media, and 
other tools, to empower the public to make behavioral changes and push policymakers and resource 
managers to responsibly manage ocean resources.

• Engage youth at an early age, through better integration of ocean literacy in curriculum, to cultivate 
tomorrow’s ocean leaders

• Provide increased support to schools and organizations undertaking education and outreach efforts
• Encourage and support ocean stewardship in various industries and commercial activities through 

sustainable practices and public-private partnerships
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8.2.2 Shifting the Private Sector towards Sustainable Practices

As previously noted, the private sector is also an extremely important ocean stakeholder. The majority of the 
activities taking place in the ocean are done by the industry, whether it is commercial fishing, shipping, energy 
exploitation, or ecotourism companies. The private sector must be better engaged to move towards sustainable 
practices. The government plays an essential role, in this respect. Government subsidies can often provide the 
economic incentive for undertaking more environmentally-friendly modes of business. 

As well, public-private partnerships can often catalyze shifts towards sustainable practices. In terms of new 
technology development and implementation, inadequate regulatory frameworks for certain types of new 
technologies and approaches can hamper potential investment and overburden companies with inefficient 
permitting processes, deterring industry from examining new and innovative approaches to use the ocean. 

On the consumers' end, eco-labeling (which indicates if a product was produced in an environmentally-
friendly manner) has proven relatively effective in assisting consumers in supporting responsible companies. 
These types of efforts should be also supported.

8.2.3 Empowering Civil Society for Ocean Stewardship

Generally, the public lacks a robust understanding of the importance of the ocean to their everyday lives and 
the threatened state of marine ecosystems. Many in civil society have a general appreciation for the ocean and 
marine life (e.g. for charismatic species such as whales and dolphins), but lack a deeper understanding of their 
important stewardship role in preserving the health of the ocean and coasts for the benefit of present and future 
generations. 

Recent outreach and education efforts, including the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea (which was visited by more 
than 8.2 million people) and the efforts of the World Ocean Network, have been successful in improving 
understanding of ocean issues. But, these efforts must be supported and expanded to empower the public to 
undertake behavioral changes and push policymakers and resource managers to responsibly manage ocean 
resources. As primary users of ocean resources, civil society is an essential ocean stakeholder and also a 
powerful player in shaping the landscape of how the ocean is used and managed.

In this respect, discussions surrounding the Yeosu Declaration emphasized the importance of ocean literacy 
at all levels, especially in the early elementary levels. The youth must be engaged at an early age, including 
through better integration of ocean literacy in education curricula, to cultivate tomorrow’s ocean leaders. In 
addition to youth, outreach efforts should be made to the general public of all ages using various types of 
media and entertainment to demonstrate the importance of the ocean to their daily lives. Governments should 
provide increased support to schools and organizations undertaking education and outreach efforts.

8.3  Supporting Developing Countries in Achieving Green Growth 
from the Sea

For Implementing the Yeosu Declaration:

• Enhance the capacity of developing countries, including SIDS, to effectively manage and sustainably 
benefit from their ocean resources, and to cope with major ocean-related challenges, including 
climate change, using the full range of capacity development (financing, training, technology transfer, 
knowledge sharing, and institutional development)

• Develop a more strategic approach to ocean-related capacity development to ensure the effectiveness 
and sustainability of capacity efforts 

• Link capacity efforts in various forms to leverage resources and catalyze further capacity support
• Use official development assistance (ODA), including allocating a certain percentage of ODA to 

science and technology development
• Encourage North-South and South-South collaboration in ocean-related capacity development
• Utilize the political, financial power and intellectual capacity of urban areas in capacity development

The spirit of the Yeosu Declaration is closely connected with new and innovative approaches to using and 
managing of ocean resources. This, however, requires capacity that many developing countries lack. Further, 
many developing countries still struggle to efficiently and effectively manage, use and benefit from their 
own ocean resources to address pressing social demands, such as food security and poverty. The climate 
change-related threats of sea-level rise and extreme weather events pose new challenges to developing coastal 
countries and SIDS. As well, tapping into capacity resources can often prove difficult for many countries, as it 
can entail complex application and reporting procedures.

Capacity development for developing coastal countries and SIDS is an important aspect of equitably achieving 
green growth from the sea at the global scale. Unfortunately, capacity building is an area in which we’ve seen 
the least progress since the 1992 UNCED. The capacity of developing countries to effectively manage and 
sustainably benefit from their ocean resources, and to cope with major ocean-related challenges, including 
climate change, must be enhanced.

There have been a number of efforts mobilized to respond to the capacity development needs on the part 
of many entities: educational institutions, UN agencies, multilateral and bilateral donors, NGOs. But, 
unfortunately, no entity is tracking overall effort and expenditures, aggregate impact, factors of effectiveness, 
and the extent to which current and emerging needs are being met (Cicin-Sain, et. al., 2011).A more strategic 
approach to ocean-related capacity development is essential to ensuring the effectiveness and sustainability of 
capacity efforts.

There are various types of capacity development, including financial assistance, professional training, 
institutional development, technology transfer, and information sharing. Discussions on the Yeosu Declaration 
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focused on various types of capacity development that should be implemented in the next phase. On financial 
assistance, the focus should be not only on providing adequate support to developing countries, but ensuring 
that the capacity development support is sustainable and achieves the desired outcomes. Technology transfer 
is also an important aspect of sharing in the benefits of new opportunities of the ocean, and discussions at 
the Yeosu Declaration Forum considered allocating a certain percentage (20-30%) of ODA to science and 
technology development. Both North-South collaboration and South-South collaboration is useful in this 
respect. Some have also raised the idea of creating a global trust fund for the ocean that supports effective 
management and derives its resources from various uses of the ocean.

Linking capacity efforts in various forms is also an effective way to leverage resources and catalyze further 
capacity support. The Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI), created at the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 10) in October 2010, aims to support capacity 
development by linking tools and best practices at the regional level. The Partnership for Observation of the 
Global Ocean (POGO) connects alumni from training programs to create a network of experts and enhance 
capacity in developing countries. Capacity development efforts by the Partnership for the Environmental 
Management of the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) also provides a useful model to look to, linking best 
practices and success stories across the region. The political, financial power and intellectual capacity of 
urban areas was also highlighted something important to consider in discussions. Discussions on capacity 
development often focus on small-scale communities. There is a need to better integrate the role of urban areas 
in capacity development.

9.  Ensuring the Legacy of the Yeosu Declaration

The Yeosu Declaration represents an important milestone for the global community in articulating the 
collective recognition of the global community of the importance of the ocean to our survival, development, 
and prosperity. It voices the concerns of the global community for the pressing threats facing the oceans, but 
also signals a new paradigm where the ocean is more than just a resource base to be exploited. We look to the 
ocean as a source of opportunity that, if utilized responsibly, will yield limitless possibilities for humankind.

This is the legacy of the Yeosu Declaration – one of hope for the future; one where we revitalize and redirect 
the spirit of innovation and ingenuity into the means that makes nature work for us and one that recognizes, 
learns from, and supports the natural functioning of ecosystems.

But for this to truly become a legacy, it must become action:

The philosophy and vision of the Yeosu Expo that pursues green growth through the ocean should continue 
to spread out to the world in order to address climate change, overcome threats facing our oceans and 
achieve sustainable development. The Yeosu Declaration we adopt today is to keep the vision of the Yeosu 
Expo alive and catalyze active participation and support for this cause from the international community.
- Kim Hwang-sik, Prime Minister, Republic of Korea -
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THE YEOSU DECLARATION
on the Living Ocean and Coast

(Adopted on August 12, 2012 in Yeosu, Republic of Korea)

Under the theme of “The Living Ocean and Coast,” we, the organizers, participating countries, 
international organizations, specialized agencies, and experts, gathered at the International Exposition Yeosu 
Korea 2012, held in Yeosu, Republic of Korea, from 12 May to 12 August 2012 under the auspices of the Bureau 
International des Expositions;

Respecting the objectives embodied in the sub-themes of “Coastal Development and Preservation,” “New 
Resources Technology,” and “Creative Maritime Activities”;

Recalling the principles put forth in the Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment (1972), the Nairobi 
Declaration of the United Nations Environment Programme Governing Council on the State of the Worldwide 
Environment (1982), the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992), the Johannesburg Declaration 
on Sustainable Development (2002), and the outcome of the Rio+20 Conference (2012);

Noting the relevant provisions in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, the Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Land-based Activities, and other important multilateral conventions, agreements, and action plans related to the 
ocean and coasts;

Emphasizing that the ocean covers more than seventy percent of the planet’s surface, is crucial to sustaining life, 
provides food and income to billions of people who depend on marine ecosystems for their livelihood, and connects 
people, markets, and communities as the silk-road for over ninety percent of the world’s trade;

Mindful of the pressures and threats facing the ocean, seabed, regional seas, coasts, and islands, such as 
unsustainable fishing practices and resource exploitation, discharge of marine pollutants and debris, habitat 
destruction, introduction of invasive alien species, ocean acidification, and climate change phenomena, including 
extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and melting of polar glaciers;

Understanding that such impacts have global ramifications and are not confined to a single country or region, 
and that collaborative international efforts are required to minimize the detrimental impacts of humankind on marine 
ecosystems; and

Having discussed the role of the ocean in meeting the sustainable environmental, social, and economic goals of the 
global community through a new vision of “green growth from the sea”.

Declare the following:

1. The ocean is a vital part of our planet and an essential element of human civilization. We call for global 
leadership to raise the awareness of governments on the need to better protect the marine environment, and to 
elevate ocean-related issues to the top of the global policy agenda.

2. We call for the international community to preserve and develop maritime cultures in order to enlighten all 
elements of civil society on the need for greater stewardship of the marine environment.

3. We call upon all nations of the world to cooperate in halting illegal practices on the sea, including piracy and 
hijacking, to preserve the ocean as a safe and effective transportation network linking the global community.

4. We call for concerted international efforts to undertake “integrated ecosystem-based management” of marine 
resources, particularly global fish stocks, to manage them in a sustainable manner for the benefit of all 
humankind.

5. We call for the overall scientific community to enhance our understanding of the ocean through expanded real-
time ocean observing systems to provide resource managers and policy-makers with timely and reliable data, 
enabling rapid responses to the impacts of climate change and natural disasters such as tsunamis.

6. We look towards the ocean as a new engine of sustainable economic growth, in light of the gradual depletion 
of many land-based resources and the food security concerns of a growing global population. We call upon all 
nations to increase investment in advanced science and technologies and innovative industries that use marine 
resources and renewable energy in an environmentally-friendly manner for the prosperity of all humankind.

7. We call for increased assistance to developing nations, including small island developing states (SIDS), in 
addressing their ocean-related concerns and sustainably utilizing their marine resources through development 
assistance and investment, and international cooperation projects.

8. In this regard, we welcome the Yeosu Project, aimed at providing developing nations with capacity building 
support on ocean-related issues through professional training and technology-transfer, as an important legacy 
of the International Exposition Yeosu Korea 2012.

9. We also welcome the launch of the “Oceans Compact” by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, aimed 
at strengthening the capacity of the United Nations system to act in a coordinated manner in delivering its 
ocean-related mandates, with a view to achieving the goal of “Healthy Oceans for Prosperity.”

10. In the spirit of this Declaration to provide the world with a new vision of “green growth from the sea,” we call 
for all governments and civil society to work together in achieving our common goals for the ocean.

Annex I.  The Yeosu Declaration in English, French 
and Korean
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Déclaration de Yeosu 
pour des Côtes et des Océans vivants
(adoptée le 12 août 2012 à Yeosu, en République de Corée)

Sous le thème « Pour des Côtes et des Océans vivants », nous, organisateurs, pays participants, 
organisations internationales, agences spécialisées et experts, nous sommes rassemblés à l’Exposition Internationale 
de Yeosu Corée 2012, à Yeosu, République de Corée, du 12 mai au 12 août 2012, sous les auspices du Bureau 
International des Expositions ;

Respectant les objectifs énoncés dans les sous-thèmes « Développement et Préservation des Côtes », « Technologie 
de Nouvelles Ressources » et « Activités Maritimes Créatrices » ;

Rappelant les principes énoncés dans la Déclaration de Stockholm sur l’environnement humain (1972), la 
Déclaration de Nairobi du Conseil d’administration du Programme des Nations Unies pour l’environnement sur 
l’état de l’environnement mondial (1982), la Déclaration de Rio sur l’environnement et le développement (1992), la 
Déclaration de Johannesburg sur le développement durable (2002) et les conclusions de la conférence Rio+20 (2012) ;

Prenant acte des engagements souscrits dans la Convention des Nations Unies sur le droit de la mer, la 
Convention-cadre des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques, les Objectifs du Millénaire pour le 
développement des Nations Unies, le Code de conduite pour une pêche responsable, la Convention pour la 
Biodiversité, la Convention internationale pour la prévention de la pollution par les navires, le Programme d’action 
mondial pour la protection du milieu marin contre la pollution due aux activités terrestres et les autres conventions, 
accords et plans d’actions multilatéraux importants en relation avec les océans et les côtes ;

Soulignant que les océans recouvrent plus de soixante-dix pour cent de la surface de la planète, qu’ils jouent un 
rôle crucial dans le maintien de la vie, qu’ils sont source d’alimentation et de revenu pour des milliards de personnes 
dépendant des écosystèmes marins pour leur subsistance et qu’ils constituent un lien entre les peuples, les marchés et 
les communautés, représentant une « route de la soie » maritime par laquelle transitent plus de quatre-vingt-dix pour 
cent du commerce mondial ;

Soucieux des pressions et menaces aux quelles font face les océans, les fonds marins, les mers régionales, les 
côtes et les îles, comme les pratiques de pêche non durables, l’exploitation non durable des ressources, les rejets de 
polluants et de débris, la destruction des habitats, l’introduction d’espèces exogènes invasives, l’acidification des 
océans et les phénomènes liés au changement climatique, tel les phénomènes météorologiques extrêmes, l’élévation 
du niveau des mers et la fonte des glaciers dans les régions polaires ;

Conscients de l’implication planétaire de ces phénomènes, du fait qu’ils ne se cantonnent pas à un pays ou une 
région unique et qu’ils exigent des efforts internationaux concertés si l’on veut réduire au maximum l’impact négatif 
de l’humanité sur les écosystèmes marins ; et

Ayant discuté de la contribution des océans à la concrétisation des objectifs de la communauté planétaire dans les 
domaines de l’environnement durable, de la vie en société et de l’économie durable, par le biais d’une vision nouvelle 
d’une « croissance verte venue de la mer » ;

Nous faisons la déclaration suivante :
1. Les océans occupent une place vitale pour notre planète et essentielle pour la civilisation humaine. Nous appelons 

les dirigeants du monde entier à sensibiliser les gouvernements à la nécessité de mieux protéger l’environnement 
marin et à placer au sommet des préoccupations planétaires les questions en relation avec l’océan.

2. Nous appelons la communauté internationale à préserver et développer les cultures maritimes, afin de faire 
comprendre à tous les éléments de la société civile la nécessité d’une meilleure prise en compte de l’environnement 
marin.

3. Nous appelons toutes les nations du monde à coopérer pour mettre fin aux actes illégaux sur les mers, dont la 
piraterie maritime et les détournements, afin de permettre aux océans de continuer d’offrir un réseau efficace et sûr 
pour le transport, assurant la liaison entre les communautés de la planète.

4. Nous appelons à des efforts internationaux concertés pour la mise en place d’une « gestion fondée sur l’écosystème 
intégré » des ressources marines, notamment les stocks de poissons mondiaux, selon le principe de la durabilité, au 
bénéfice de l’ensemble de l’humanité.

5. Nous appelons la communauté scientifique mondiale à développer notre connaissance des océans grâce à des 
systèmes étendus d’observation en temps réel aptes à fournir aux gestionnaires des ressources et aux décideurs des 
données actualisées et fiables sur les océans, propices à une réaction rapide aux effets du changement climatique et 
aux catastrophes naturelles, comme les tsunamis.

6. Nous nous tournons vers les océans, nouveau moteur d’une croissance économique durable, face à l’épuisement 
progressif de nombre de ressources terrestres et aux craintes pour la sécurité alimentaire d’une population mondiale 
toujours en augmentation. Nous appelons toutes les nations à renforcer les investissements dans la science de 
pointe ainsi que dans les industries et technologies novatrices qui font appel aux ressources marines et aux énergies 
renouvelables dans le respect de l’environnement, au bénéfice de la prospérité de l’ensemble de l’humanité.

7. Nous devons accorder une aide accrue aux nations en développement, y compris les petits États insulaires en 
développement (PEID), pour qu’ils trouvent les réponses à leurs questions en relation avec l’océan et qu’ils puissent 
utiliser leurs ressources marines de façon durable en s’appuyant sur l’aide au développement et à l’investissement, 
et sur des projets de coopération internationale.

8. À cet égard, nous nous félicitons du Projet de Yeosu – legs important de l’Exposition Internationale de Yeosu Corée 
2012 – qui vise à fournir aux nations en développement une aide au renforcement de leurs capacités, pour les 
aspects en relation avec la mer, grâce à la formation professionnelle et au transfert de technologies.

9. Nous nous félicitons également du lancement par le Secrétaire général des Nations Unies du Pacte des Nations 
Unies sur les océans qui vise à renforcer la capacité du système des Nations Unies à s’acquitter de façon coordonnée 
de ses obligations en relation avec les océans, afin de permettre ainsi la concrétisation de l’objectif des « océans 
sains pour la prospérité ».

10. Dans l’esprit de la présente déclaration de fournir au monde entier une vision nouvelle d’une « croissance verte 
venue de la mer », nous appelons tous les gouvernements et la société civile à œuvrer ensemble à la concrétisation 
de nos objectifs communs pour les océans.
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“살아 있는 바다, 숨 쉬는 연안”을 위한 

여수선언

(2012년 8월 12일 여수선언포럼에서 채택)

우리는 “살아있는바다, 숨 쉬는 연안”을 주제로, 국제박람회기구의 공인 아래 2012년 5월 12일부터 8월 12일

까지 대한민국 여수에서 개최된 2012여수세계박람회에 주최국, 참가국, 국제기구, 전문기관, 전문가로서 함께 모여,

“연안의 개발과 보존,” “새로운 자원 기술,” “창의적 해양 활동”이라는 2012여수세계박람회 하위주제의 목적들을 

존중하고,

인간환경에 관한 스톡홀름선언(1972), 환경보호에 관한 나이로비선언(1982), 환경과 개발에 관한 리우선언(1992), 

지속가능발전에 관한 요하네스버그선언(2002), 그리고 Rio+20 컨퍼런스(2012) 결과에 담긴 원칙들을 상기하며,

UN해양법협약, UN기후변화협약, UN새천년개발목표, 책임 있는 어업을 위한 행동 규범, 생물다양성협약, 해양오

염방지협약, 육상활동으로부터 해양환경보호를 위한 범지구적 실천계획, 기타 해양연안 관련 주요 다자간 조약, 협

약 및 행동계획에 포함된 관련 조항들을 인지하고,

지구 표면의 70퍼센트 이상이며 지구상 생명체 유지에 절대적으로 중요한 바다는 해양생태계에 의존해 살아가는 

수십억 인구에게 소득과 식량을 제공함은 물론, 인간과 시장, 그리고 사회공동체를 연결하고 세계 교역량의 90퍼센

트 이상을 운송하는 실크로드임을 강조하며,

해양, 해저, 지역해, 연안, 섬들이 과도한 어업행위와 자원개발, 오염물질과 쓰레기의 유입, 서식지 파괴, 교란성 외

래종 침입, 해양산성화 및 기후변화에 따른 기상이변, 해수면의 상승, 극지방의 해빙과 같은 많은 문제와 위협에 직

면해 있음을 직시하고,

이러한 주요 위협들은 개별국가나 특정지역에만 국한되지 않는 범지구적 문제이므로 우리 인류가 해양생태계에 

끼치는 해로운 영향들을 최소화하기 위하여 공동의 국제적 노력이 절실함을 인식하며,

“바다로부터의 녹색성장”이라는 새로운 비전을 바탕으로 지구공동체의 지속가능한 환경적 · 사회적 그리고 경제적 

목표를 달성하기 위한 해양의 역할을 논의하면서,

다음과 같이 선언한다.

1. 바다는 지구생명체의 생존에 절대적인 공간이며, 인류문명의 발전에 필수적인 존재이다. 우리는 해양환경을 

더욱 보호할 필요성을 정부들에게 인식시키고, 해양관련 사안들이 국제정책 대상에 우선순위로 부각되도록 

노력해 줄 것을 전 세계 정책입안자들에게 요청한다.

2. 우리는 시민사회 일원들이 해양환경 보호에 보다 큰 책임의식을 가질 수 있도록 해양문화의 창달 및 보존에 

최선을 다해 줄 것을 국제사회에 촉구한다. 

3. 우리는 해양이 지구공동체를 연결하는, 안전하고 효과적인 운송로로서의 역할을 계속할 수 있도록 해적 · 해

상납치 등 해양에서 발생하는 모든 불법행위를 근절하기 위한 노력에 세계 모든 국가가 적극 참여할 것을 요

청한다. 

4. 우리는 인류 전체의 이익을 위하여 국제사회가 협력하여 어족자원을 포함한 전 세계 해양자원의 지속적인 관

리가 이루어지도록 “통합적 생태계에 기반한 관리제도”를 시행할 것을 촉구한다.

5. 우리는 기후변화에 의한 이상 징후와 쓰나미 같은 자연재해 발생 시 자원관리자와 정책결정자들이 신속하게 

대응할 수 있도록 해야 한다. 이를 위해 정확한 자료의 실시간 제공이 가능한 해양관측시스템을 확대하는 등 

해양에 대한 이해도를 높이기 위해 전 세계 해양과학계가 노력해 줄 것을 요청한다. 

6. 우리는 세계인구 급증에 따른 식량안보 및 육상자원의 점진적 공급부족이 우려됨에 따라 지속가능한 경제성

장의 새로운 동력원으로서 해양을 주목하고 있다. 우리는 전 인류에게 번영을 가져다 줄, 신재생 에너지가 포

함된 해양자원의 친환경적인 이용을 위한 첨단과학기술과 혁신산업의 발전에 투자를 늘려 줄 것을 모든 국가

에 촉구한다. 

7. 우리는 국제사회가 개발원조 및 투자지원, 국제협력프로젝트 등을 통해 군소도서국을 포함한 모든 개발도상

국들도 해양자원을 지속적으로 이용하고 자국이 당면한 해양관련 문제들에 능동적으로 대처할 수 있도록 개

발도상국들에게 지원을 확대해 줄 것을 요청한다. 

8. 이러한 관점에서 우리는 2012 여수세계박람회의 중요한 유산으로서 개발도상국의 해양문제 대처능력 배양

을 위한 전문가훈련 및 기술이전 등을 목표로 하는 “여수프로젝트”를 환영한다. 

9. 우리는 “인류번영을 위한 건강한 바다”라는 목표 하에 각종 해양관련 의무규정의 이행을 촉진하기 위한 유엔

조직 능력강화를 목적으로 한 유엔사무총장의 “해양 및 해양자원 보호를 위한 약정 (Oceans Compact)” 제정을 

환영한다.

10. 우리는 “바다로부터의 녹색성장”이라는 새로운 비전을 제시한 여수선언의 정신에 따라 해양에 대한 공동의 

목표를 달성하고자 하는 노력에 모든 정부와 시민사회가 동참해 줄 것을 촉구한다.
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Expo Hall, Yeosu, Republic of Korea
Sunday, August 12, 2012

AGENDA
14:00-15:00 REGISTRATION (at Expo Hall)

15:00-15:40 OPENING CEREMONY (Korean/English/French)

Opening Address
KANG Dong-suk, Chairman, Organizing Committee for Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea

Welcoming Address
H.E. KIM Hwang-sik, Prime Minister, Republic of Korea

Welcoming Address
Vicente Gonzalez Loscertales, Secretary-General, BIE

Congratulatory Remarks
H.E. BAN Ki-moon, Secretary-General, UN

Progress Report on the Yeosu Declaration
JANG Dosoo, Chairman, Drafting Committee for the Yeosu Declaration

15:50-17:05 PANEL DISCUSSION
Expectations and Measures to Translate the Spirit of the Yeosu Declaration

Moderator: Carl-Christian Schmidt, Division Head, OECD

H.E. Willy Telavi, Prime Minister, Tuvalu

Irina Bokova, Director General, UNESCO

Amina Mohamed, Deputy Executive Director, UNEP

José Graziano da Silva, Director General, FAO

KANG Jung-Keuk, President, KIOST

Koji Sekimizu, Secretary-General, IMO

Biliana Cicin-Sain, President, GOF

Questions & Answers, Conclusion

17:05-17:40 READING OF THE YEOSU DECLARATION

A Video Presentation “Wave of the Declaration”

Reading of the Declaration
H.E. Willy Telavi, Prime Minister, Tuvalu

Introduction to 2015 Milano Expo

Adjournment

17:40-18:00 MEDIA/PRESS CONFERENCE
Seminar Room, Expo Conference Hall, B1F, Invited Only

Annex II. The Yeosu Declaration Forum Program Annex III.  Members of the Drafting/Review 
Committees for the Yeosu Declaration

Drafting Committee Members (Alphabetical)

Patricio A. Bernal Coordinator,
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Young Ho CHOI Professor,
Republic of Korea Naval Academy (KNA)

Suh-Yong CHUNG Professor,
Korea University (KU)

Biliana Cicin-Sain President,
Global Ocean Forum (GOF)

Dosoo JANG* Senior Director, 
Korea Institute of Ocean Science & Technology (KIOST)

Seong-Gil KANG Principal Research Scientist, 
Korea Institute of Ocean Science & Technology (KIOST)

Su-am Kim Professor, 
Pukyong National University (PNU)

Sung-gwi KIM Senior Research Fellow, 
Korea Maritime Institute (KMI)

Woong-Seo KIM Vice President, 
Korea Institute of Ocean Science & Technology (KIOST)

Yo-sup KIM Division Director,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MOFAT), Korea

Moon Ock LEE Professor,
Chonnam National University (CNU)

Yong Hee LEE Professor,
Korea Maritime University (KMU)

Youn-Ho LEE Principal Research Scientist,
Korea Institute of Ocean Science & Technology (KIOST)

Woon-yul OH Division Director,
Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs (MLTM), Korea

Sin-jae YOO Chairman of Science Board,
North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES)

Bun-Do YOON Division Director,
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MIFAFF), Korea

Sung-cheol YOON Secretary General,
World Ocean Forum (WOF)

* Chairman, Drafting Committee for the Yeosu Declaration
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National Committee Members (Alphabetical)
Sang-Kyung BYUN Chairman,

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC/UNESCO)

Sang-Rai CHO President,
Society of Naval Architects of Korea (SNAK)

Jang Won Chae President,
Korean Society of Coastal and Ocean Engineers (KSCOE)

Chang-Gu KANG President,
Korean Society for Marine Environmental Engineering (KOSMEE)

Jung-Keuk KANG President,
Korea Institute of Ocean Science & Technology (KIOST)

Shin-ki KANG First Vice Secretary General,
The Organizing Committee for Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea

Hak-so KIM President,
Korea Maritime Institute (KMI)

Young-Seup KIM President,
Pukyong National University (PNU)

Chul-hwan KOH Professor, 
Seoul National University (SNU)

Jeong-Yeol LEE Professor,
Kunsan National University (KNU)

Chul PARK Professor,
Chungnam National University (CNU)

Han-Il PARK President,
Korea Maritime University (KMU)

Sang Kil PARK President,
Korean Society of Ocean Engineers (KSOE)

Young Jae RO President,
Korean Society of Oceanography (KSO)

Sung-hwan SON Ambassador for Climate Change,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MOFAT), Korea

Yeong-Jin YEON Assistant Minister for Marine Policy,
Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs (MLTM), Korea

International Committee Members (Alphabetical)
Susan Avery President,

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI), USA
Alexander Bychkov Executive Secretary,

North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES)
Braulio Dias Executive Secretary,

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
Nicole Glinuer Program Manager,

Global Environment Facility (GEF)
Yves Henocque Senior Adviser,

French Research Institute for Exploration of the Sea (IFREMER)
Paul Holthus Executive Director,

World Ocean Council (WOC)
Andrew Hudson Principal Technical Adviser,

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Vicente G. Loscertales Secretary General,

Bureau International des Expositions (BIE)
Raphael Lotilla Executive Director,

Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA)
Arni M. Mathiesen Assistant Director-General.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Stefan Micallef Division Director,

International Maritime Organization (IMO)
Stephen de Mora Chief Executive,

Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML), UK
Trevor Platt Executive Director,

Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans (POGO)
Carl-Christian Schmidt Division Head,

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
Michael Sparrow Executive Director,

Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR)
Achim Steiner Executive Director,

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Javier Valladares Chairman (former),

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC/UNESCO)
Philippe Vallette General Manager,

Aquarium Nausicaä, France
John Volkman Vice President,

Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR)
Wendy Watson-Wright Executive Secretary.

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC/UNESCO)
Zhanhai Zhang Chairman (former),

IOC/UNESCO Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (IOC/WESTPAC)
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Annex IV.  A Summary of the Forum Report in Korean  
(한글 요약본)

1. 개요

지난 반세기 동안, 국제기구, 국가정책입안자, 환경단체, 과학자들은 해양에 대한 보다 넓고 깊은 이해와 지속 가능한 해양

자원 활용을 위한 기술과 정책의 개발을 위해 지속적으로 노력해왔다. 하지만 세계적으로 연안지역의 인구는 급증하고 있

고, 이로 인해 공업 및 생활용수(쓰레기)가 과도하게 해양으로 배출되고 있다. 또한 해양(수산)자원을 무분별하게 남획·이

용함에 따라 해양 생태계는 치명적으로 손상되고 있다. 세계의 바다는 하나로 연결되어 있기에 많은 이해당사자들이 이러

한 해양의 문제는 개별 국가가 아닌 전지구적 공동체가 협력하여 해결해야만 한다는 인식에 공감하고 있다. 이러한 상황

에서 2012년은 해양의 중요성이 국제사회에 재조명되는 특별한 한 해였다. “해양의 헌법”이라고 불리는 유엔해양법협약

(UNCLOS)의 30주년을 기념하는 각종 행사들이 개최되었고, 각국 정부와 시민 사회의 구체적인 대응이 필요함을 강조한 

유엔지속가능발전정상회의(Rio+20)가 브라질 리우에서 개최되었다.

2012년에 해양인들에게는 기념비적인 행사가 하나 더 있었다. 전세계인들의 이목을 끈 동시에 한국인들에게는 큰 자부심

이 되었던 2012여수세계박람회가 대한민국 여수시에서 93일 간 개최되었다. 이 행사는 해양을 주제로 개최되어 현 시대가 

처해있는 해양의 곪은 부위를 드러내고, 이를 치유하기 위한 새로운 혁신과 미래에 대한 희망을 그려낸 박람회였다. 또한 

여수선언과 여수선언포럼은 건강한 해양을 유지함으로써 인류와 바다의 조화로운 상생을 보장하고, 지속 가능한 경제성

장의 신 동력원으로서의 바다를 재조명하였다.

2. 논의결과

본 보고서는 2012년 8월 12일 대한민국 여수시에서 개최되었던 여수선언포럼과 라운드테이블에서 전 세계 해양 리더들이 

논의한 주요 논제들과 의견들을 요약하고 있다. 여수선언포럼에는 800명 이상의 엑스포 참가국 대표, 국내외 해양 전문가 

및 과학자, 정부 및 비정부 단체, 학생, 청소년, 그리고 시민들이 참석하였다. 반기문 유엔 사무총장, 김황식 대한민국 국무

총리, 윌리 텔라비 투발루 국무총리 등이 여수선언 지지를 표명하였으며, 국제기구 및 연구기관의 수장들은 선언의 정신을 

실천하기 위한 방안을 다음과 같이 제안하였다.

 

I. 바다로부터의 녹색성장

공평성과 투명성

●  ‘바다로부터의 녹색성장’의 비전을 달성하기 위한 노력에 공평성과 투명성의 원칙이 지켜져야 함

과학과 기술

●  전통적 또는 현대적 방식의 해양(자원) 이용을 지속가능한 방법으로 전환할 때, 그를 뒷받침 해주는 적합한 기

술개발이 병행되어야 함

●  해양 환경 손상에 대한 충격을 완화하고, 불필요한 기술 개발 비용을 줄이며, 해양자원 이용을 원하는 모든 국

가들에게 기회를 부여하기 위해서는 친환경적인 신기술 개발에 대한 투자 및 정책지원을 증진해야 함

●  신기술에 대한 투자 및 정책 지원은 신뢰성 있는 자료와 연구결과에 기반하여, 기술개발 환경 변화에 따른  

행정체제 및 제도도 함께 개발하여야 함

해양관측과 데이터

●  해양환경에 대한 포괄적이고 지속적인 관측과 모니터링을 확장하고 개선하여 ‘전지구해양관측시스템

(GOOS)’프로그램에 기여하고 관련 기관의 역량과 재원 지원을 증진하여야 함

●  개발도상국에 해양환경 관측과 모니터링 분야의 기술 이전 및 역량배양을 지원하고, 국가 간 그리고 국제  

공동체 간 해양관측 데이터의 교류도 촉진하여야 함

●  해양 관측 및 모니터링에 대하여 민간 부문의 역할을 장려하고 지원하여야 함

●  전세계해양환경평가보고서(UN Regular Process)와 그 외 과학을 기반으로 하는 정책입안과정을 강화하는  

보고서, 체제 또는 기구의 활동을 지원하여야 함

●  해양을 관리하기 위한 정책개발의 효과적이고 일관된 지원을 위해서 자연과학과 비자연과학 분야에서 수집

된 데이터 유형을 일관성 있게 표준화하여야 함

●  해양이 인류에게 주는 경제적 혹은 사회적 가치에 대한 이해를 넘어 그 가치를 분석하는 방법론의 수준을 향

상시켜야 함

수산업과 양식업

●  어획남획과 어류자원에 악영향을 미치는 행위를 부추기는 (악성)보조금을 단계적으로 폐지하고, 반대로 어류

자원의 지속가능한 이용과 친환경적인 어업행위를 장려하는 (우량)보조금 제도를 늘려야 함

●  연안어업이 주를 이루는 어촌지역을 지원할 때, 지속가능한 어업활동 방식을 받아들이도록 유도하거나 다른 

생계수단을 찾도록 지원해야 함

●  세계 인구 증가에 따른 식량 수요를 충족하기 위해 친환경적 양식업을 지속적으로 확장하여야 함

통합 거버넌스

●  해양의 자원과 공간을 이용할 때 야기될 수 있는 이해당사자 간 갈등을 해결할 비용과 복합적 충격들을 줄일 

수 있는 효율적 방법을 개발해야 함

●  해양과 연안관리에서 의사결정 과정의 효율성 및 효과를 높이기 위해선 중앙정부 차원에서 통합적 해양 거버

넌스를 발전시켜야 함

●  지역 및 국가의 접경(혹은 중간) 해역에 대한 관리를 강조하는 통합 해양 거버넌스 체제를 구축하고 실행하기 

위해서는 국가 및 지역 간 협의의정서 채택 등의 노력이 필요함

●  국가관할권 밖 해역(공해상)에서 이용자간 갈등 해소, 공해자원 관리, 취약한 해양생태계 및 생물다양성을 보

호하기 위한 노력을 기울일 시 생태계에 기반한 관리 방법을 지향하여야 함
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●  해양이 주는 기회는 물론 해양과 관련된 주요 위협들에 적절하게 대응하고, 최첨단 접근방식이 가능하도록 유

엔 차원에서 - 특히 유엔 사무총장의 “해양 및 연안자원 보호를 위한 약정(Oceans Compact)”을 지지하며 모든 

이해당사자들이 통합적으로 접근해야 함

●  유네스코 산하 정부간해양학위원회(IOC/UNESCO)의 해양공간계획(MSP) 가이드라인을 활용하거나, 이미 

일부 지역에서 실행 중인 효과적인 가이드라인 등을 토대로 해양공간계획을 적용 또는 확장해 나가야 함

●  해양생태계의 건강과 생산력을 향상시키고 연안지역 주민들을 위해 필요한 재정을 증대하기 위해서 상호 필

요한 파트너십 형성 및 경험공유 등 활용 가능한 방법을 통합 거버넌스 개선 시 포함하여야 함

기후 변화

●  기후 변화에 대한 해결책을 새로운 과학 정보뿐 아니라 지역주민들이 오랫동안 지역특성에서 얻은 경험과 지

식을 통해서 찾아야 함

●  기후변화에 대한 충격을 완화하고 적응하면서, 해양생태계의 장기적인 건강과 생산력을 유지하기 위해서는 

해양과 연안 지역의 생태계를 지속적으로 보호하고 보전하여야 함

●  해양 식물성 플랑크톤 및 해조류 내 이산화탄소 저장 능력 등을 연구하여 대기 중의 이산화탄소량을 줄일 수 

있는 새롭고 혁신적인 기술 방법을 찾기 위해 노력해야 함

●  국제환경기금(GEF)의 최빈국기금과 기후변화특별기금과 같은 기존의 기후변화 적응 관련 국제자금을 활용

하는 것을 포함하는 등, 해양과 연안지역의 생태계를 기반으로 기후변화에 적응하는 노력을 해 나가야 함

II. 해양에 대한 책임의식

●  정부는 해양의 가치와 해양이 제공하는 다양한 서비스를 이해하고 ‘바다로부터의 녹색성장’이라는 개념을 받

아들여, 보다 효과적으로 정책을 이행할 수 있는 능력을 키우기 위해 앞장서야 하며 지방정부의 참여도 유도

하여야 함

●  과학과 정책, 상호연계의 강화를 통해서 과학자, 정책전문가, 그리고 국가 의사결정권자 간의 협력을 증진하

여야 함

●  해양의 중요성과 실천의 긴급함을 국민에게 홍보하기 위하여 고위급 인사 및 저명한 정책입안자들을 ‘해양 대

변인’으로 양성해야 함

●  해양에 대한 지식 정보 공유, 교육, 언론 홍보 등을 이용하여 해양에 대한 일반시민의 태도를 변화시키고, 정책

입안자들과 해양자원관리자들이 책임 있게 자원을 관리할 수 있는 동기부여를 강화해야 함

●  미래 해양지도자를 육성하기 위하여 초등학교 때부터 교육과정에 해양관련 내용을 포함시킴으로써 해양에 

대한 관심을 유도하여야 함

●  해양에 대한 교육 및 해양환경 관련 봉사활동을 수행하는 학교 및 단체에 더 많은 지원을 해야 함

●  지속가능한 실행과 민관 파트너십을 통해 다양한 산업과 상업 부문 활동을 할 때 해양에 대한 책임의식을 갖

도록 격려하고 지원하여야 함

●  해양관련 부문에서 새로 시작하거나 부상하는 활동에 효율적인 규제 체제가 자리 잡도록 정부, 민간, 과학자, 

그리고 환경단체 간의 협력을 도모하여야 함

●  소비자가 책임감 있는 회사를 지원하는데 상대적으로 효과적인 프로그램으로 증명된 에코라벨링(친환경적

인 방식으로 생산된 상품 표시)을 지원하여야 함

III. 개발도상국 (군소도서국 포함)과의 상생

●  기후변화와 같은 주요 해양 문제에 대처할 수 있도록 개발도상국의 역량(재정지원, 훈련, 기술지원, 지식공유 

및 정부제도 발전 지원 등을 통해서)을 개발하여 스스로 해양자원을 효율적으로 관리하고, 지속가능한 혜택

을 누릴 수 있도록 하여야 함

●  역랑강화 노력의 효과와 지속가능성을 확고히 하기 위하여 해양관련 역량프로그램 개발에 보다 더 전략적인 

접근방식을 개발하여야 함

●  개발도상국 역량지원을 촉진할 때, 지원을 균형 있게 활용하고 다양한 유형의 기존 역량프로그램과의 연계토

록 노력하여야 함

●  공적개발원조(ODA)의 일정 부분을 개발도상국을 돕는 과학기술 개발에 할당하는 등 ODA를 적극 활용하여

야 함

●  해양관련 역량개발을 위해 선진국과 개발도상국 간, 그리고 개발도상국 상호 간의 협력을 장려하여야 함

●  개발도상국의 역량을 배양할 때, 선진국에서 미리 경험한 정치적, 재정적 그리고 지식적 노하우 및 역량을 최

대한 활용하여야 함

이리나 보코바 UNESCO 사무총장 기조 발언문 주요 발췌내용

2012년은 전지구적 지속가능성에 중요한 이정표를 세운 해입니다. 유엔지속가능발전회의(Rio+20)는 하나의 전환점이

었습니다. 여수세계박람회는 또 다른 전환점입니다. 여수선언은 ‘인간 생존과 지속가능한 발전에 필수적인’ 해양의 건강

성과 생태계 서비스의 중요성에 대한 선언입니다. 결론은 분명합니다. 우리는 해양에 대한 인류의 의식을 고취시켜야 합

니다. 우리는 과학 연구 수준을 향상시키고, 관측 시스템을 확장하며, 생태계 기반의 해결책을 개발해야 합니다. 우리는 

특히 가장 취약한 개발도상국과 군소도서국의 역량을 배양해야 합니다. 유엔지속개발가능회의(Rio+20)를 준비하기 위

해 우리는 유네스코정부간해양학위원회(IOC/UNESCO)의 주관으로 유엔식량농업기구(FAO), 세계해사기구(IMO), 그

리고 유엔환경프로그램(UNDP)이 협력하여 “해양과 연안 지속가능성을 위한 청사진”을 발행한 바 있습니다. 이 청사진

을 통해서 ‘해양 생태계에 대한 위협의 축소’를 비롯하여 ‘그린(블루) 이코노미와의 연계,’ ‘해양 관리의 강화와 국제적 연

구,’ ‘관측 및 모니터링 시스템의 개선’이라는 네 가지 목표를 제시했습니다. 전 지구 해양관측체제(GOOS)는 현재 그 역

할을 다하지 못하고 있습니다. 이것이 제가 주장하고자 하는 바입니다. 우리가 해양의 환경 변화를 감지하여 조치를 취하

고, 해양 생태계의 악화를 완화시키고 싶다면, 해양 관측은 과학을 토대로 포괄적이고 일관성 있게 지속적으로 수행되어

야 합니다. 저는 모든 국가들이 여수선언을 실천하고 해양을 보호하는 데에 다 같이 참여할 것을 권합니다.
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강정극 한국해양과학기술원장 기조발언문 주요 발췌내용

우리는 지속적으로 증가하는 인구의 수요에 대처하기 위해 바다로 눈을 돌려야 합니다. 바다는 우리가 기대하는 것 이상

의 많은 기회를 제공할 수 있기 때문입니다. 과학기술 발달을 통해서 이러한 기회들을 놓치지 말아야 합니다. 해저에는 

전통적인 화석연료에서 배출되는 이산화탄소의 절반이면서 같은 량의 에너지를 발생하는 메탄 하이드레이트가 저장되

어 있습니다. 또한 심해저 자원 중 하나인 망간단괴는 코발트, 니켈, 구리와 같은 유용한 광물들을 포함하고 있습니다. 물

론 심해저 채광활동으로 인해 발생 할 수 있는 부정적인 환경적 영향을 최소화하는 것도 필요합니다. 침몰 선박 인양, 심

해 환경 모니터링, 그 외의 많은 어려운 심해저 활동들을 무인심해로봇을 이용하여 수행할 수 있을 것입니다. 해양과학기

술은 이 외에도 해양 온도차발전 등 해양으로부터 새로운 형태의 재생 및 대체 가능한 에너지 개발의 길을 열어 줄 수 있

습니다. 기술을 개발하여 에너지 변환의 고비용 문제만 해결한다면, 세계경제는 풍력뿐 아니라 조류, 조력, 해류, 열에너

지 발전의 탄력을 받을 것입니다. 또한 염수를 식수로 전환시키는 담수화 기술을 통해 바다는 아프리카의 건조지역과 군

소국가를 포함한 전 세계 10억 명의 인구에게 식수를 공급하는 오아시스도 될 수 있습니다. 우리는 미래의 비전을 성취하

기 위한 노력을 늦춰서는 안됩니다. 우리는 이제 과학 기술에 투자해야 합니다. 연구와 발전의 성과도출은 시간이 걸리므

로 미래를 미리 준비하는 안목이 필요합니다.

아미나 모하메드 UNEP 사무차장 기조발언문 주요 발췌내용

우리 해양을 보다 더 잘 관리하기 위한 방향을 제시한 여수선언에 찬사를 보냅니다. 해양은 해수면부터 바다 깊은 곳까지 

생명의 움직임으로 가득 차 있습니다. 최근 개최되었던 유엔지속가능발전회의(Rio+20)는 해양의 필수적인 요소들이 위

협받고 있다는 사실을 확인시켜 주었습니다. 또한 동 회의에는 ‘녹색 경제 접근’을 통해 지속가능한 개발과 빈곤 감소 실

현을 위한 논의가 있었습니다. 여수선언은 우리가 우리의 해양을 지혜롭게 관리하는 공동의 책임을 가지고 있으며, 녹색 

경제 접근이 이를 위한 하나의 방법임을 다시 한번 상기시켜 주었습니다. 우리는 어떠한 조치들이 필요할까요? 많은 대

책이 필요합니다만 그 중에서도 해양생태계가 갖는 사회적 가치를 알고 이해하며, 이러한 가치를 유지하는 방법을 알기 

위해 해양 과학 및 연구를 강화시키고 관련 의식을 고취하여야 합니다. 해양 자원의 낭비 또는 경제적 비효율을 부추기는 

보조금 보다는 친환경적인 접근을 위해 사용되어야 합니다. 녹색 경제에 접근할 때 자연자원으로서의 가치의 보호, 유지 

그리고 이용에 공평성과 같은 사회적 목표도 염두에 두어야 합니다. 그 과정에서 공공 및 민간 부문은 물론 시민사회까지 

모두 참여하여야 합니다. 녹색 해양경제로의 변화는 개인, 소비자, 투자자, 사업가 또는 정치가, 각각의 헌신을 필요로 하

며, 이러한 변화를 가까운 미래에 이룰 수 있도록 젊은 전문가를 육성하여야 합니다.

코지 세키미즈 IMO 사무총장 기조발언문 주요 발췌내용

‘살아있는 바다 숨 쉬는 연안’을 주제로 여수선언이 채택되었습니다. 여수선언은 국제 공동체의 지속가능한 경제, 환경 

및 사회적 목표를 달성하기 위한 해양의 역할을 다루고 있습니다. 세계무역의 90%를 담당하는 해운 부문은 해양의 가장 

큰 사용자이며 전지구적 발전의 근본입니다. 이러한 관점에서 볼 때 지속가능한 발전을 위해 왜 지속가능한 해운이 필요

한지를 이해 할 수 있습니다. 해양은 많은 종류의 상품이 주기적으로 운반되는 ‘해상 실크로드’ 입니다. 그러므로 무역을 

가능하게 하기 위해 없어서는 안 될 150만 명 선원들이 항해 시 직면하는 모든 위협, 특히 해상에서 해적행위들로부터 이

들을 보호해야만 하는 의무도 있습니다. 국제해사기구는 이러한 의무를 최우선 선결과제로 생각하고 있으나 이를 위해 

다른 국제 이해당사자들의 협력도 필요로 합니다. IMO는 해양활동의 지속가능한 발전을 위한 제도적 체제를 지속적으

로 제공할 것입니다. 이를 위하여 IMO의회는 2013 세계 해양의 날의 주제를 ‘지속가능한 발전: 리우+20 이후 IMO의 기

여’로 정했습니다. 여수선언은 유엔지속가능발전회의 결과 보고서인 ‘우리가 원하는 미래’에 포함되어 있는 비전과 정책 

약속을 보완하며 지속가능한 발전에 필수적인 해운과 해양산업을 보장하려는 IMO의 노력과도 일치합니다.

빌리아나 씨신세인 GOF 회장 기조발언문 주요 발췌내용

우리는 통합된 생태계 기반의 해양관리를 국가적, 지역적, 그리고 전지구적 수준으로 확장해야 합니다. 1992년 리우 지구

정상회의의 결론은 무분별하게 해양자원을 이용해 온 기존의 방식으로는 더 이상 해양을 관리할 수 없다는 사실을 깨닫

게 해 주었습니다. 그 대신 ‘통합된 내용으로, 예방적 차원에서, 예상되는 범위’를 다루는 방식으로 접근해야 합니다. 1992

년부터 우리는 ‘통합 생태계를 기반으로 하는 관리’라는 개념을 탄생시켰고, 통합 거버넌스를 위한 범제도적 장치를 형성

하고 강화 시키는 것이 중요하다는 교훈을 얻었습니다. 우리는 이제 다음과 같이 행동해야 합니다:

1) 국가적 차원에서

●  국가차원의 프로그램 확장을 통해 연안과 해양이 국가의 통합적 관할권에 포함;

●  입법자들과의 협력을 통한 연안 및 해안 관련 법규 제정;

●  해안 및 연안 정책 결정 과정을 강화하여 해양공간계획을 포함한 통합적 행정체제 수립;

●  개발도상국의 연안 지역에 거주하는 주민 대부분의 가난과 불평등 문제 해소;

●  개발도상국과 군소도서국이 기후변화의 영향에 대처할 수 있도록 충분한 자금을 제공 (최소한 능력배양 자금

의 절반 이상이 세계인구의 반 이상이 살고 있는 연안과 섬 공동체에 투자되어야 함)

2) 지역적 차원에서

●  광역해양생태계 프로그램 및 지역해 프로그램들을 포함한 지역 그리고 관할경계지역에서의 통합된 해양 거

버넌스 개발 및 실행 가속화;

●  해양 거버넌스를 통합하여 세계 각 지역 및 개별 국가 차원의 활동을 위한 가이드라인 채택

3) 전지구적 차원에서

●  한정된 자원에 관련된 다양한 사용자 간의 분쟁처리, 새로운 사용자에 대한 관리, 그리고 취약한 생태계와 해

양 생물 다양성을 보호하기 위한 공해상의 생태계기반 관리 방법 지향;

●  기존 국제기구나 신생 기구가 공해상의 자원 보호를 위해 통합적 접근법을 적용할 수 있도록 권한을 부여하거

나 다목적 의사결정을 할 수 있는 협의체 설립

반기문 UN 사무총장 기조발언문 주요 발췌내용

우리는 지금 2012여수세계박람회를 마무리하기 위해 모였습니다. 하지만 이는 또 다른 시작입니다. 더욱 건강한 해양을 

만들기 위한 움직임의 시작, 지속가능한 연안을 관리할 새로운 시작입니다. ‘살아있는 바다 숨쉬는 연안’을 주제로 한 여
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수선언은 실체적인 실천방안과 우리가 꿈꾸는 미래를 향한 지표를 제공합니다. 우리는 바다와 연안 보호를 위해 더욱 더 

높은 책임의식을 가져야 합니다. 바다와 연안은 지구 생명의 근원이며 인류의 미래를 위한 열쇠를 쥐고 있습니다. 우리는 

기후, 날씨, 그리고 식량자원에 영향을 미치는 바다의 중요성에 대해 잘 알고 있습니다. 우리는 이 지식을 토대로 우리 모

두 힘을 합해 연안오염, 어류자원 고갈, 해양 산성화, 그리고 자원 남획에 대한 문제 해결에 착수해야 합니다. 우리는 이러

한 문제들을 해결하기 위해선 과학적 기반을 토대로 사회, 문화적 차원 등을 고려한 포괄적인 방법을 찾아야 합니다. 바

다는 현대의 해양 실크로드입니다. 바다에는 풍부한 양의 새로운 재생 가능한 신 자원이 매장되어 있습니다. 바다는 수십

억 인구의 생계유지를 책임지고 있습니다. 우리는 가능한 모든 바다와 연안을 녹색경제성장의 원동력으로 삼아야 합니

다. 바다 환경과 천연자원의 보호, 회복, 그리고 지속을 위해 해양 지속가능성의 새로운 계기를 만들자는 비전은 2012 여

수세계박람회의 중요한 정신이었습니다. 이는 또한 제가 오늘아침에 발표한 ‘해양 및 연안자원 보호를 위한 약정 (Oceans 

Compact)’의 정신이기도 합니다. 저는 UN의 모든 가족들이 여수선언과 새로운 Oceans Compact를 존중하고 책임감을 가

질 것을 선언합니다.

호세 그라지아노 다 실바 FAO 사무총장 기조발언문 주요 발췌내용

수산과 양식은 전 지구, 국가, 그리고 지방 경제에 필수적인 역할을 하고 있습니다. 세계인구 12% 의 생계수단이 직접 또는 

간접적으로 수산과 연관되어 있습니다. 세계인구의 17%와 전체 저소득 식량부족국가의 1/4은 수산과 양식이 주된 단백질 

공급원입니다. 수산과 양식은 식량 확보, 영양 공급뿐만 아니라 빈곤 완화에도 중요한 역할을 하고 있습니다. 미래의 한정

된 수산물 상황을 고려했을 때, 이 수요를 해결 할 수 있는 주된 방법은 지속가능한 양식 방법을 개발하는 것입니다. 양식생

산량은 인류가 소비하는 식량 중 그 비율이 점차 커지고 있으며, 2018년에는 일반 어획량을 넘어 설 것으로 예상됩니다. 우

리는 이 중요한 과제들에 대한 실천을 더 이상 미룰 수 없습니다. 실천하지 않는다면 우리는 미래의 식량과 영양의 확보를 

장담 할 수 없습니다. 우리는 바다와 연안에 대한 책임감 있고 지속 가능한 관리를 전지구적인 선결과제로 삼아야 합니다. 

여수선언은 위의 해결방안들을 행동으로 옮길 수 있는 열쇠가 될 수 있습니다. 하지만 여수선언은 해양 거버넌스 강화, 주

체국의 책임감 공유, 기술 및 관리적 능력 개선, 그리고 해양 자원의 보존과 사용에 대한 합의점을 도출 할 수 없다면 완전

히 실현 될 수 없습니다. 우리는 여수선언을 지속 가능하고 책임감 있는 해양자원 사용에 대한 서약으로 생각해야 합니다. 

여수선언은 국제사회, 즉 우리들의 책임감에 대해 명시하고 내일을 위해 오늘을 약속하는 선언입니다.

3. 맺음말

여수선언은 지구촌 공동체의 생존, 나아가 발전 및 번영에 있어 해양의 중요성을 공동으로 인식해 가는 이정표를 보여준

다. 여수선언은 현재 해양이 직면한 긴급한 위협에 관한 국제 공동체의 대응을 강조한다. 인류가 책임감을 갖는다면 해양

은 인류에게 무한한 가능성과 기회를 제공할 것이다. 현재 해양에 대한 인식과 실천 의지를 담은 여수선언이 진정한 인류

의 유산으로 숨쉬기 위해 여수선언은 구체적으로 실현되어야만 한다.
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ANNEX IV. A SUMMARY OF THE FORUM REPORT IN KOREAN (한글 요약본)




