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A review of statements made by Member States during the 8th, 10th, and 11th Sessions of 

the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals, February 3-7, 2014, March 
31-April 4, 2014, and May 5-9, 2014, respectively, at UNHQ, New York, and subsequent 

information 
 

Compiled by Alexis Martin and Erica Wales 
(Italics are notes from the Global Ocean Forum) 

 
 One of the major outputs of the Rio+20 process was the launching of “an inclusive and transparent 
intergovernmental process on SDGs that is open to all stakeholders with a view to developing global sustainable 
development goals to be agreed by the United Nations General Assembly” (The Future We Want, Para 248).  
This established an Open Working Group (OWG) of the UN General Assembly, comprised of 30 seats shared 
by 70 member states, tasked with creating a set of sustainable development goals for the 69th UN General 
Assembly. The program of work of the OWG includes discussions focused on various issues related to SDGs, 
including conceptualizing the SDGs, means of implementation, and discussions on specific issue-areas. There 
are currently 19 focus areas; however, countries are striving for a limited number of goals (8-10) in areas such 
as poverty eradication, health, education, energy, oceans and seas, and sustainable cities.   
 
 In total, 64 States support a stand-alone oceans SDG (this includes OWG member states, non-OWG 
member states, and the countries which comprise the PSIDS, AOSIS, and CARICOM groupings), and 36 other 
countries show strong language supporting oceans (this includes OWG member states, non-OWG member 
states, and the countries which comprise the EU), for a total of 100 States. 

 29 countries (41%) in the OWG support a stand-alone goal on Oceans and Seas 
 22 countries (31%) in the OWG show support for oceans 
 10 countries not members of the OWG, plus the groupings of the PSIDS, AOSIS, and CARICOM, 

support a stand-alone Oceans and Seas SDG goal 
 6 non-OWG members plus the EU show support for oceans 

 
Member States Represented in the Open Working Group: 

(A checkmark indicates support for a stand-alone goal on oceans and seas; An asterisk indicates support for 
oceans targets) 

 
African Group 

1. Algeria/ Egypt/ Morocco/ Tunisia 
2. Ghana 
3. Benin 
4. Kenya 
5. United Republic of Tanzania 
6. Congo 
7.  Zambia/   Zimbabwe 

 

Asia-Pacific Group 
1.  Nauru/  Palau/  Papua New Guinea 
2. Bhutan/ Thailand/ Viet Nam 
3. India/ Pakistan/ Sri Lanka 
4.  China/   Indonesia/   Kazakhstan 
5.  Cyprus/  Singapore/  United Arab 

Emirates 
6. Bangladesh/ Republic of Korea/ Saudi 

Arabia 
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7. Iran (Islamic Republic of)/  Japan/ Nepal 
 
Latin American and Caribbean Group 

1. Colombia/ Guatemala* 
2.  Bahamas/  Barbados 
3. Guyana/ Haiti/  Trinidad and Tobago 
4.   Mexico*/ Peru* 
5. Brazil/ Nicaragua 
6.  Argentina/ Bolivia (Plurinational State 

of)/ Ecuador 
Western European and Others Group (WEOG) 

1. Australia*/ Netherlands*/ United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland* 

2.  Canada/  Israel/  United States of 
America 

3. Denmark*/ Ireland*/ Norway* 
4. France* / Germany*/ Switzerland* 
5.  Italy/  Spain/  Turkey 

Eastern European Group 
1. Hungary 
2. Belarus*/ Serbia* 
3. Bulgaria/  Croatia 
4.  Montenegro/ Slovenia 
5.  Poland/  Romania

1) Supporting a Stand-Alone SDG on Oceans and Seas 
 
--Pacific Small Island Developing States and Timor-Leste1,2 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• “Natural environment is the heritage of the PSIDS and Timor-Leste; the vitality of the oceans and seas 
are integral” 

• Proposal of a stand-alone SDG to achieve healthy, productive, and resilient oceans and seas: 
o Targets 

 Healthy and well-managed marine environment 
• Development of MPAs, reduction of pollution, address the causes and impacts of 

coral bleaching and ocean acidification 
 Restoring healthy fish stocks 

• End of destructive fishing practices 
• Eliminate IUU fishing 
• Develop strong monitoring, control, surveillance, compliance and enforcement 

systems 
• Environmental impact assessment  

 Assisting LDCs, African countries, and SIDS to realize the benefits of sustainably 
developed marine resources 

• Develop mechanisms to ensure the burden of conservation and management of ocean 
resources is not disproportionately transferred 

• Integrate principles of ocean based economy 
• Improve access and equity to fisheries for subsistence, small scale and artisanal fisheries, 

women fish workers and indigenous people 
• Provide support for sustainable tourism 

o Targets suggested at OWG 10: 
 By 2020, establish a system of MPAs within and beyond national jurisdiction 
 Address ocean acidification 
 Restore healthy, migratory and straddling fish stocks 
 Manage bycatch and discards 

                                                
1 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea to 
the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea to the United 
Nations 2014b 
2 PSIDS is comprised of 12 countries 
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 Eliminate harmful fishing subsidies 
 Create job opportunities while respecting sustainable development 
 Enhance technical and scientific collaboration, including building capacity 
 Implement relevant conventions and regional protocols on integrated and ecosystem-

based ocean and coastal management 
 Reduce marine pollution 
 Ensure coastal and island communities have adequate resources and capacity to adapt to 

ocean acidification and ocean warming, including climate change-induced displacement 
 Eliminate IUU fishing 
 Assess RFMO progress and performance 

• “it is time to marry Mother Earth with Father Ocean” 
• target on fish stocks needs to be robust 
• MPAs should be in line with science 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Robert G. Aisi, Permanent Representative of Papua New Guinea to the UN and Chair of the 
Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS) to the UN 
 
-- United States, Israel, Canada3 (OWG Member: Western European and Others Group) 

• Support for a well-crafted, transformative goal to protect the oceans 
• Oceans are an essential source of livelihood for many people globally 
• Not the right forum for addressing governance of biodiversity and of marine resources in areas beyond 

national jurisdiction 
• Targets: 

o Reduction of marine pollution and debris, including from land-based activities 
o Establishment of MPAs and conservation of coastal and marine areas 
o Address overfishing and other unsustainable fishing practices 
o Eliminate harmful subsidies that promote overfishing and overcapacity 

• Suggest at OWG 11: 
o the highlighting of reduction of marine debris, particularly from plastics and the reduction of 

nutrient effluent in order to reduce hypoxic zones 
o separate ocean acidification as single target 
o strongly support eliminating IUU fishing 
o specifics on 10% of marine and coastal areas protected by MPAs 
o delete target on resources in ABNJ 

 
Contact: H.E. Ms. Elizabeth Cousens, US Representative to ECOSOC 
 
--Cyprus, Singapore, United Arab Emirates4 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• Observe that unlike the water and energy topics, oceans and seas do not inspire same confidence that 
they could be formulated into possible SDGs 

• Troika is of the view that a dedicated SDG on oceans and the sea may be considered 
• Cyprus and Singapore consider UNCLOS as the overarching framework to focus all efforts  
• Possible targets: sustainable use of ABNJ, healthy marine environment, addressing ocean acidification 
• Mainstreaming biodiversity into other SDGs 

                                                
3 Permanent Mission of the United States to the UN 2014a; Permanent Mission of the United States to the UN 
2014b; IISD2014b 
4 IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Singapore to the UN 2014; Permanent Mission of United Arab Emirates to 
the UN 2014 
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• Support a goal that upholds what has been agreed internationally 
• Possible Targets from OWG10:  

o reducing marine pollution and debris 
o halting destruction of the marine habitat including ocean acidification 
o promoting sustainable exploitation of marine resources 
o establishing MPAs 

 
Contact: H.E. Ms. Karen Tan, Permanent Representative of Singapore to the UN 
 
--Romania and Poland5 (OWG Member: Eastern European Group) 

• Oceans should have a stand-alone goal (OWG10) 
o At OWG11, said that it could be considered as a future stand-alone goal, but could also 

be integrated into the framework as a crosscutting issue 
• Stressed reducing and eliminating marine pollution, including from land-based sources and 

ships 
• Support efforts to reduce marine pollution including from land-based activities 
• Halt destruction of marine resources 
• Eliminate subsidies that promote overcapacity in fishing 
• Protect BBNJ 
• Sustainable exploitation of marine resources 
• Encourage sustainable small-scale fisheries 
• Protect marine resources in ABNJ including by establishing MPAs 

 
Contact: H.E. Simona-Mirela Miculescu, Permanent Representative of Romania to the UN 
 
--Nauru, for AOSIS6,7 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• Oceans and seas are crucial for global food security, human health, regulating the climate, and providing 
water and oxygen 

• Highlighted that coral reefs as important ecosystems and coral bleaching as a key threat 
• Oceans and seas should be addressed in an SDG 
• Targets should include: 

o Marine ecosystems are restored and safeguarded, marine biodiversity is effectively 
protected and fish stocks are rebuilt and maintained at healthy and productive levels 

o Coastal and marine areas critical to food security and livelihoods are protected and 
restored through area-based conservation measures, including effective and equitably 
managed systems of MPAs, consistent with international law 

o Oceans and seas are sustainably managed through the implementation of the ecosystem-
based approach 

o All types of maritime uses are effectively managed and controlled; all types of marine 
environmental impacts are assessed, understood, and mitigated 

                                                
5 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Poland to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of 
Poland to the United Nations 2014b 
6 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Nauru to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of 
Nauru to the United Nations 2014b 
7 AOSIS is comprised of 39 Members (plus 5 observers) 
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o Effects of climate change and ocean acidification to the marine ecosystems are 
effectively addressed and the rate of investment to strengthen the resilience and security 
of all countries, particularly of the most vulnerable including SIDS, against the adverse 
impact of climate change and natural disaster is increased 

o Increase the rate of investment in environmentally friendly infrastructure that strengthens 
the resilience and security of all countries 

o Build human and institutional capacities to conserve, sustainably manage, and realize the 
benefits of sustainable fisheries 

• Targets suggested at OWG11: 
o Take immediate action by adopting measures necessary to enhance ocean scientific 

information (protecting marine ecosystems) 
o Take immediate action on restoring fisheries with the aim of achieving this goal in the 

shortest time feasible as determined by characteristics. Where overfishing is occurring, 
take immediate action to adopt science-based management plans reducing or suspending 
fishing catch and effort that are commensurate with the status of the stock to ensure that 
by 2020 overfishing has ended 

o Take immediate action to, in accordance with relevant commitments, including those 
made in the JPOI and TFWW to eliminate IUU fishing 

o Establish MPAs by 2020 in accordance with best available science and consistent with 
existing commitments 

o Eliminate fishing subsidies by 2020 
o By 2030 improve equity and access to fisheries and markets 
o By 2030 increase by X% support for sustainable tourism activities  

• “Regional and global programs are in particular relevant for understanding, assessing, and 
monitoring global ocean stressors, as well as provide adequate forecasts and projects of global 
changes” 

 
Contact: H.E. Marlene Moses, Permanent Mission of Nauru to the UN 
 
 
--Croatia8 (OWG Member: Eastern European Group) 

• Merit in a stand-alone goal on oceans and seas 
• Suggestions from OWG11: 

o Highlight the importance of restoration and protection of marine ecosystems for 
humankind by adding “enabling their conservation and sustainable use for present and 
future generations” 

o New target on “implementing integrated and participatory coastal zone management, 
including appropriate transboundary cooperation” 

• Stresses the importance of science-policy interface for success of post-2015 framework 
• Stressed the linkages between marine resources and coastal areas 

 
Contact: Permanent Representative Vladimir Drobnjak, Permanent Mission of Croatia to the United 
Nations 
 
                                                
8 IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Croatia to the United Nations 2014 
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-Barbados (for CARICOM and the Bahamas)9,10 (OWG Member: Latin American and Caribbean Group) 
• To be addressed: 

o Address pollution from illegal or accidental dumping of hazardous wastes 
o Adherence to the fisheries code of conduct  
o Focus on marine biological diversity in ABNJ and how developing countries can derive benefits 

from these resources 
o Establishment of a global network to monitor ocean acidification 
o Increased means and resources for research 
o Assessment and management of small scale fisheries 
o Establishment of a regime for monitoring fish vessels to prevent and deter IUU fishing 

• Ocean-related target priorities suggested at OWG10  include: 
o Reduce marine pollution and debris including from land-based sources 
o Address ocean acidification  
o Strengthen resilience of coastal communities 
o Strengthen regional cooperation for straddling fish stocks 
o Eliminate harmful subsidies that contribute to overfishing  
o Address IUU and destructive fishing practices 
o Build capacity and technology transfer to enable countries to realize the full benefits of resources 

within their EEZs 
o Improving health and resilience of marine habitats, including coral reefs 
o Encourage small-scale fisheries 
o Ensuring full implementation of regional and international regimes governing oceans and seas 
o Establishing MPAs 
o Encourage sustainable aquaculture including mariculture 
o Conservation and use of sustainable marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction 

• Targets suggested at OWG 11: 
o “strengthening the resilience of coastal communities against environmental and economic 

shocks” 
o “By 2020, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems 

impacted by climate change on ocean acidification are minimized, so as to maintain their 
integrity and functioning” 

o “support small scale fisheries and the need to improve access and equity to fisheries and 
markets” 

o establishing MPAs and eliminate fishing subsidies should be considered as means of 
implementation 

 
Contact: H.E. Ms. Kereeta White, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Barbados to the UN; H.E. Mr. Dennis 
Francis, Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago to the UN 
 
--New Zealand11 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Oceans and seas is a very important issue for New Zealand, and one which they want to see well-
reflected in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), ideally as a stand-alone goal 

                                                
9 IISD 2014a;IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations 2014; Permanent 
Mission of Barbados to the United Nations 2014 
10 CARICOM is comprised of 15 Member States (plus 5 Associate Members) 
11 Permanent Mission of New Zealand to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of New Zealand to the 
United Nations 2014b 
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• The overarching answer links to the truly critical nature of oceans to the health of our planet and our 
livelihoods. When considered in this light it is hard to imagine how member States could “map” the next 
15 years of development priorities and exclude oceans and seas. 

• However putting aside that larger picture, there are also three other reasons why for New Zealand 
considers having an oceans SDG would add value to existing commitments. 

o Integrate existing commitments. While the world addresses human activities in the oceans on a 
sectoral basis, the impacts are not sectoral in nature. The call for a more integrated approach to 
oceans has been reiterated numerous times over the last two days. The first step is surely to bring 
all of these challenges and commitments into one place to can see how they interact and 
intersect. An oceans SDG would do that. 

o Inclusion of oceans in the SDGs would catalyze much needed action to implement existing 
commitments. The time has well passed for many of these commitments. The SDG process can 
build that momentum. It can also galvanize greater support to developing countries, particularly 
SIDS, to implement these commitments through capacity building and technology transfer. 

o Lastly, but certainly not least, the inclusion of oceans in the SDG will enable to measure progress 
towards achieving these objectives. Some data are available but it’s recognized that more will be 
needed. Measurability will be a challenge across all potential SDGs. It could also be an 
opportunity; there are impacts on the oceans that would benefit from greater monitoring but we 
lack the means or impetus to do this. 

• New Zealand, as a strong supporter of an ambitious outcome for oceans, stands ready to work with 
others during the next phase of the SDG process on an oceans goal that builds on the outcomes in The 
Future We Want. 

• Stand-alone goal on oceans and seas would not overlap the BBNJ process 
• Suggestions from OWG 11: 

o Streamline Target A & B 
o Need greater focus on eliminating overfishing 
o Support elimination of IUU and destructive fishing practices 
o Broaden target F on MPAs to integrate Aichi commitments and best available scientific 

information 
o Eliminate subsidies by 2025 and refrain from the introduction of new subsidies 

 
Contact: Alexandra Lennox-Marwick, Permanent Mission of New Zealand to the UN 

 
--Maldives12 (Not an OWG Member) 

• The Maldives joins others who call for the need of a stand-alone Goal on Oceans in the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

• Believe a stand-alone goal on Oceans and Seas offers the best approach to capture the myriad of the vital 
contributions of Oceans to all three pillars of Sustainable Development. It should aim to maximize the 
economic value of ocean economies. It should make sure that no synergies are lost in the underlying aim 
to eradicate poverty, provide food security and ensure decent work for all. It should further aim to 
ensure that these contributions are long-term, by removing the biggest stresses that threaten the Ocean, 
namely marine pollution and debris, overfishing, and climate change. Last but not least, it should make 
sure that all countries have the means, including capacity and technology, to enable them to effectively 
implement and monitor the necessary measures. 

• True forests of the country lie “below the waves” in the coral reefs that structure the marine environment 
• Targets suggested at OWG10: 

                                                
12 IISD 2014a; IISD2014b; Permanent Mission of the Maldives to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent 
Mission of the Maldives to the United Nations 2014b 
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o Eliminating marine pollution 
o IUU fishing 
o Rebuilding, restoring and maintaining marine ecosystems 
o Ending perverse subsidies 
o Promoting small-scale sustainable fisheries  
o Integrating appropriate MOI in regard to specific targets 

• Targets suggested at OWG 11: 
o Target on sustainable tourism 
o End perverse subsidies that promote overfishing by 2020 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Ahmed Sareer, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Maldives to the UN 
 
--Marshall Islands, for the Pacific Islands Forum13 (Not an OWG Member) 

• While other regions have become overfished, the Pacific now supplies most of the world’s tuna 
• World must deliver coherent and confident action, including through a stand-alone goal on oceans and 

seas 
 
Contact: H.E. Ms. Amatlain Elizabeth Kabua, Permanent Representative of the Marshall Islands to the 
UN 
 
--Cuba14 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Supports an SDG on oceans and seas  
• Goal should focus on: 

o Increasing developing countries’ capacity to benefit from conservation and sustainable 
use of oceans, seas and their resources 

o Protect exotic species 
o Reduce pollution of the seas 
o Improve resiliency of ocean communities and environments 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Rodolfo Reyes Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of Cuba to the UN 
 
-Italy, Spain, Turkey15 (OWG Member: Western European and Others Group) 

• Turkey supported a stand-alone SDG on oceans during side event on February 3, 2014 
• Noted the negative impacts that climate change, pollution, overfishing, and invasive species have on the 

oceans, and the related threats to humans 
• Global commitment is needed to protect the oceans and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to levels that 

don’t threaten life on the planet 
• Target: 

o Maintaining the capacity of oceans as healers, with specific emphasis on the role of SIDS 
o Reducing marine pollution and debris, including colleting available scientific data to establish 

reference levels and concrete measures for reduction by 2020 
o Halting destruction of marine habitat including OA, with inclusion of preserving coral reefs 
o Promoting sustainable exploitation of marine resources, including assuring equitable share of 

                                                
13 IISD 2014 
14 IISD 2014 
15 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Italy to the United Nations 2014; Permanent Mission of 
Spain to the United Nations 2014 
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fish resources particularly for those dependent on fishing for food security and subsistence 
o Addressing IUU & destructive fishing habitats 
o Encouraging sustainable small-scale fisheries 
o Eliminating harmful subsidies that promote fishing overcapacity 
o Ensuring full implementation of regional & international regimes governing oceans and seas 

• Recognize the importance of oceans and seas to sustainable development; support consideration of goal 
• Targets supported at OWG 11: 

o Restoration and protection of marine ecosystems 
o Elimination of harmful subsidies 
o “to strengthen in an urgent basis action to prevent, deter, and eliminate IUU fishing and to 

manage by-catch, discards, and other adverse ecosystem impacts from fisheries, including by 
eliminating destructive fishing practices” 

 
Contact: H.E. Sebastiano Cardi, Permanent Mission of Italy to the UN; H.E. Mr. Yasar Halit Cevik, Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the UN 
 
--Japan16 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• “Oceans also provide huge amount of natural resources, and therefore, we believe that oceans are an 
important element for sustainable development.  As many speakers pointed out, oceans have many 
challenges now, such as marine pollution, acidification, IUU fishing and sea level rising, and we should 
address oceans and seas in the discussion of SDGs in a holistic manner” 

• Believe that biodiversity should be included as a central component of a goal which relates to the 
protection of ecosystems, including oceans 

• Establishment of MPAs should be based on scientific knowledge and findings 
• Stated support for stand-alone goal on oceans and seas at OWG11 
• Targets suggested at OWG11: 

o 2030 suggested goal on fishing subsidies 
o Targets on marine pollution, restoring marine ecosystems, and IUU fishing acceptable 
o Difficulty in accepting targets on responsible fisheries management systems, MPAs, and 

eliminating fishing subsidies  
 
Contact: Hiroshi Minami, Deputy Director General for Global Issues of the Foreign Ministry of Japan 
 
--Slovenia and Montenegro17 (OWG Member: Eastern European Group) 

• Emphasized the need for ICM 
• Highlighted unsustainable extraction of marine resources, MPAs, and efforts to decrease conflicts 

among the different uses of shore and sea 
• Include genetic diversity of farmed and cultivated species under the sustainable agriculture, food 

security and nutrition goal 
• Address invasive alien species within water and sanitation goal 
• Targets should include: 

o Unsustainable extraction of marine resources 
o Marine pollution 
o Possible actions include: promoting sustainable use of marine resources, encouraging sustainable 

                                                
16 Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations 
2014b; IISD 2014b 
17 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent 
Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations 2014b 
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small-scale fisheries, establishing MPAs 
• Further deliberations on: promoting connections with land/shore/sea for sustainable use and decreasing 

conflicts among sectors 
• At OWG11, showed support for a stand-alone goal on oceans and seas 
• Suggested targets at OWG 11: 

o Marine pollution and marine disposal 
o MPAs within jurisdiction and ABNJ, in accordance to Aichi targets 
o Include MSP 
o Support protecting small-scale fisheries 
o Promotion of land-shore-sea connectiosn 

 
Contact: H.E. Andrej Logar, Permanent Mission of Slovenia to the UN 
 
--Indonesia, China, Kazakhstan18 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• Identify priorities, including countries benefits to strengthening biodiversity 
o Pollutants caused by shipping and illegal disposals 

 Promotion of marine conservation culture 
o Global warming and the impact on marine fisheries and ocean biodiversity 

 Meet commitments previously made by 2015 
 Enable support on adaptation measures in rural and coastal communities in 

developing countries 
 International cooperation and communication  

o Balance between management and gain benefits from biodiversity 
 Conservation is imperative 
 Well-being of local people and communities has to be considered 

o Conservation and protection of marine areas 
 Marine conservation areas are important as the source of water supply, food 

security, and provide support to the ecosystem 
• In absence of an international agreement on MPAs, do not want to include MPAs in the SDGs 
• Working Group already working on BBNJ, should not be included in SDGs 
• Promote implementation of regional and international regimes governing oceans and seas 
• Need further discussion on the baseline and measuring the respective element of targets 
• They would like to see a stand-alone goal using the Rio+20 wording: “Conservation and 

sustainable use of the oceans and seas and their resources” 
• Suggested at OWG11: 

o Remove 2030 eliminate fishing subsidies 
o Instead of eliminating IUU fishing by 2020, reduce substantially 

 
Contact: Dr. Endah Murniningtyas, Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Environment of the 
National Development Planning Agency, Republic of Indonesia 
 
--Argentina19 (Latin American and Caribbean Group) 
                                                
18 IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of the Republic of Indonesia to the United Nations 2014a; 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Indonesia to the United Nations 2014b; Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Indonesia to the United Nations 2014c 
19 IISD 2014c 
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• A stand-alone goal on oceans is necessary 
• Text needs to take into account the existing agreements on oceans 
• Fishing subsidies should be addressed under the WTO 

 
Contact: Counsellor Fernanda Millicay, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the UN 
 
--Zambia (for the Southern African Group of Countries)20 (OWG Member: African Group) 

• Stated that the importance of oceans, seas and forests cannot be overemphasized  
• Emphasized that means of implementation should be part of a cross-cutting goal on biodiversity issues 
• Targets suggested at OWG10: 

o Conservation and sustainable utilization of natural resources 
o Reducing the rate of desertification and land degradation 
o Promoting sustainable land use management 
o Enhancing protection of oceans, seas, and marine resources 

• Focus area on oceans and ecosystems should be stand-alone goals, but could agree to combine them 
• Goal wording “Promote the conservation and Sustainable use of Marine Resources, Oceans, and Seas” 
• Suggestion from OWG 11: 

o Encourage sustainable small-scale fisheries as new target 
 
Contact: H.E. Dr. Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota, Permanent Representative of Zambia to the UN 
 
--Belgium21 (Not an OWG Member)  

• strong support of a stand-alone SDG on oceans, seas and fisheries 
 
Contact: H.E. Mrs. Bénédicte Frankinet, Permanent Representative of Belgium to the UN 
 
--Greece22 (Not an OWG Member) 

• ocean and marine targets suggested at OWG10: 
o combat pollution and establish MPAs, including BBNJ 
o promote sustainable fisheries and aquaculture 
o combat overfishing and restore fish stocks 
o welcome full implementation of the UNCLOS 

• issued strong support of a stand-alone goal on oceans and seas at OWG11 
• ocean and marine targets suggested at OWG11: 

o inclusion of phrase UNCLOS as the legal framework 
o addition of aquaculture in small-scale fisheries target 
o include ABNJ in the MPA target 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Michel Spinellis, Permanent Representative of Greece to the UN 
 
--Monaco23 (Not an OWG Member) 

                                                
20 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Zimbabwe to the United Nations 2014 
21 Permanent Mission of Belgium to the United Nations 2014 
22 IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of Greece to the 
United Nations 2014b 
23 IISD 2014c 
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• Supports a stand-alone goal on oceans and seas  
• Halting ocean acidification may not be possible; take preventive measures 
• In support of referring to UNCLOS and the Code of Conduct on sustainable fisheries 
• Noted the importance of sustainable tourism 
• Rethink the role of oceans from a cross-cutting perspective 
• Need to count on the private sector, civil society, business, and the academic and scientific worlds 

 
Contact: H.E. Ms. Isabelle Picco, Permanent Representative of Monaco to the UN 

 
--Mauritius (Not an OWG Member) (April 2, 2014) 
 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Milan J.N. Meetarbhan, Permanent Representative of Mauritius to the UN 
 
--Seychelles (Not an OWG Member) (April 2, 2014) 
 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Ronald Jean Jumeau, Permanent Representative of Seychelles to the UN 
 
2) Supporting oceans, but not explicitly an Oceans and Seas SDG 
  
--Switzerland, France, and Germany24 (OWG Member: Western European and Others Group) 

• Elements to be integrated into SDGs: 
o Improve the health and resilience of oceans by applying the ecosystem approach, reducing sea- 

and land-based pollution and fighting against the chemical modification of oceans and their 
acidification, which is also one of the consequences of climate change;  

o  Guard coastal populations against rise of the sea-level and coastal erosion by implementing 
integrated management of coastal zones;  

o Enhance the security of navigation and life at sea by addressing such issues as piracy, terrorism, 
living conditions on board or gender mainstreaming.  

o Enhance the safety of navigation and thus minimize, as far as possible, the impacts of maritime 
navigation on ecosystems.  

o Enhance food security, biodiversity and fish stocks by sustainable management of fisheries, 
including eliminating illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries based upon best available 
scientific data;  

o Promote the sustainable management of mineral, extractable and genetic marine resources, and 
fostering the development of marine renewable energies. 

• Oceans and seas are essential for the post-2015 development agenda and should be considered as goals 
• Targets discussed at OWG10: 

o Restoring ecosystems 
o Reducing loss of habitat 
o Preventing deforestation 
o Protecting coral reefs 
o Sustainable fisheries 
o Marine pollution 
o Development of MPAs 

                                                
24  Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the 
United Nations 2014b; Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations 2014;IISD 2014b 
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o Reducing OA 
• Supports global approach to conservation & sustainable use of marine resources 
• Stress the importance of managing sustainably all human activities in oceans and seas through an 

ecosystem-based approach, including in the ABNJ and also through ICZM 
• Targets suggested at OWG 11: 

o Wording of targets needs to be in line with the global Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 
including the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

o Needs to be a precise figure for the reduction of marine waste and litter 
o Full implementation of existing regional and international regimes and commitments on oceans 

and seas, while identifying regulatory gaps 
 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Michael Gerber, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the UN 
 
--Australia, The Netherlands, and United Kingdom25 (OWG Member: Western European and Other 
Groups) 

• Improvement of governance and management of oceans by supporting planning capacities at all levels 
• The post-2015 agenda should complement but not duplicate existing international agreements on these 

issues; “should integrate natural resource issues across goals and targets (notably food, energy, water), 
to deliver on its core objective of reducing poverty” 

• Landscape management is key to support the inclusive and sustainable growth and development 
• Need to improve governance and management of oceans by supporting effective planning at national, 

regional, and global levels, and building capacity to enforce management plans 
• Targets suggested at OWG 8: 

o Achieve healthy fish stocks 
• Prevent IUU fishing, increasing the flow of benefits to developing countries  
• Management plans for marine fisheries 
• Protect critical coastal and ocean habitats 
• Selection of scientifically based targets  

o Realize the benefits of sustainable development of coastal and marine resources 
• Supporting sustainable tourism activities and capacity building that promotes environmental 

awareness and conserves the environment 
• Managing and treat waste discharges 
• Promotion of efficient and responsible use of agricultural chemicals  
• Tackling pollution and CO2 emissions at source 
• Mitigating the risks of non-renewable natural resource extraction and investing wisely 

• Targets suggested at OWG 10: 
o Increase the economic returns to LDCs and SIDS from the sustainable development of coastal 

and marine resources from within their jurisdictions 
o Ensure that x% of coastal and marine areas are effectively conserved 
o Reduce the incidence and impact of pollution on marine ecosystems 
o Restore all overexploited stocks to levels that fall within maximum sustainable economic yield 
o Eliminate IUU fishing 
o Eliminate fishing subsidies that contribute to overfishing 
o Increase proportion of fisheries subject to management plans 

• Leaning more towards an integrated goal on conservation and sustainable use of oceans and ecosystems 

                                                
25 IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of Australia to 
the United Nations 2014b; Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations 2014c 
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• Calling for an integrated land and seascape approach 
• Targets suggested at OWG11: 

o Increase economic returns to LDCs and SIDS from SD of coastal and marine resources from 
within jurisdictions 

o Ensure X% of coastal and marine areas are effectively conserved  
o Reduce incidence and impact of pollution 
o Restore overexploited stocks to MSY 
o Eliminate IUU 
o Eliminate fisheries subsidies 
o Increase proportion of fisheries subject to management plans 

 
 
Contact: H.E. Gary Quinlan, Permanent Representative of Australia to the UN 
 
--Australia26 (OWG Member: Western European and Other Groups) 

• Natural resource issues should be integrated across goals and targets 
• Targets suggested at OWG10: 

o Increase economic returns to LDCs and SIDS from the sustainable development of marine 
resources 

o Ensure a certain percentage of resources are conserved 
o Reduce pollution in ecosystems 
o Restore fisheries 
o Eliminate harmful subsidies 

 
Contact: H.E. Gary Quinlan, Permanent Representative of Australia to the UN 
 
--Benin (For LDCs)27 (OWG Member: African Group) 

• Complaint about developed countries “unduly drawing the benefits” of their oceans’ mineral resources, 
depriving LDCs of their legitimate endowments 

• Deplored IUU fishing 
• “the issues articulated under the focus area broadly capture many of the key areas under this cluster.  

However, many of the specific targets would not apply to LDCs given LDCs’ miniscule contribution to 
the problems such as marine pollution, waste disposal, ocean acidification.  Therefore, differentiated 
target is essential under this focus area 

• Suggestions from OWG 11: 
o Doesn’t support eliminating fishing subsidies  
o Would like to see a target on “protecting the coastal degradation including salinization” 

 
Contact: H.E. Jean-Francis Regis Zinsou, Permanent Mission of Benin to the UN 
 
--Congo28 (OWG Member: African Group) 

• How can States take into account the needs of coastal states, and how we can preserve the high 
seas 

• Proposed topics of focus: 
o Support capacity building 

                                                
26 IISD 2014b 
27 IISD 2014a; Permanent Mission of Benin to the United Nations 2014 
28 IISD 2014 
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o Fixing major environmental disasters 
o Using the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 

• Measures should be taken to responsibly use resources and ensure that local actors benefit 
• Stressing the need for cross-cutting plan for ecosystems 

 
Contact: H.E. Raymond Serge Bale, Permanent Mission of Congo to the UN 
 
--Argentina, Ecuador, and Bolivia29 (OWG Member: Latin American and Caribbean Group) 

• Ocean and their resources are important 
• UNCLOS refers to the living and non-living resources in the sea 
• Cross-cutting approach should be followed on climate change and oceans 
• Reaffirmation of the full validity of the sustainable approach of UNCLOS 
• Target on ocean acidification should be considered in the context of climate change 
• Emphasized that only subsidies that contribute to overfishing should be considered harmful 

 
Contact: Counsellor Fernanda Millicay, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the UN 
 
--Iran (Islamic Republic of)30 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• Supports oceans and seas targets 
• Provides list of consensus on agreed targets 

o By 2030, prevent, control and reduce by X% marine pollution and marine disposal of waste and 
tailings, including from land-based activities 

o By 2030, restore and protect marine ecosystems from destruction, including by halting and 
preventing ocean acidification 

o By 2030, regulate harvesting to restore fish stocks to ecologically safe levels that can produce 
MSY, and support sustainable small-scale fisheries 

o Develop and ensure the full implementation of existing regional and international regimes 
governing oceans and seas, (including for resources in areas beyond national jurisdiction) 

o By 2020, eliminate IUU fishing and destructive fishing practices 
o Establish MPAs, consistent with international law 
o By 2030, eliminate fishing subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing 

 
H.E. Mr. Gholamhossein Dehghani, Ambassador and Charge d’Affaire a.i. of Iran to the UN 
 
--European Union31,32 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Sustainable management of the oceans provides economic and social benefits 
• Key action needed to ensure healthy oceans: 

o Ecosystem-based approach 
o Precautionary principle 
o Promote sustainable fisheries 

• Challenges include:  

                                                
29 IISD 2014a; IISD2014b 
30Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 2014 
31 Permanent Mission of the European Union to the United Nations 2014; European Commission 
Communication (2014)  
32 The EU is comprised of 28 countries 
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o Marine pollution and litter 
o Acidification and sea level rise 
o  Area-based management including MPAs, including in ABNJ 
o Overfishing and overcapacity; IUU fishing; access to fisheries and markets for subsistence and 

small-scale fishers 
• Potential Target Topics: 

o Protect and restore the health of oceans and maintain marine biodiversity by mitigating the 
impacts from human activity 

o Ensure sustainable fisheries (healthy fish stocks) 
o Ensure access to fisheries at local, regional, and global levels by subsistence, small-scale fishers 
o Reduce marine pollution and litter including from land-based sources 

  
Contact: H.E. Mr. Thomas Mayr-Harting, Permanent Representative of the European Union to the UN 
 
 
--Brazil and Nicaragua33 (OWG Member: Latin American and Caribbean Group) 

• Rio+20 outcome recognized UNCLOS as the legal framework  
• Oceans and seas should be essential in the post-2015 development agenda 
• Promotion of the sustainable use of marine resources “with due regard to the needs of developing 

countries” 
• No applicable regime for establishing MPAs in areas beyond national jurisdiction 
• Straddling fish stocks target must be “in accordance with relevant legal instruments on the matter” 
• Need to take into consideration the special circumstances and needs of developing countries in regards 

to the fishing industries 
• Suggested targets at OWG 11: 

o Marine pollution should note “in accordance with CBDR and MOI” 
o Add reference to special circumstances and requirements of developing countries in the target on 

restoring fish stocks, and to special and differential treatment for developing countries in the 
target on eliminating fishing subsidies 

 
Contact: H.E. Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the UN 
 
--G-77 and China34 (Not an OWG Member) 

• “The Group calls for implementation of paragraph 166 of the Rio+20 outcome document entitled 'The 
future we want' and relevant paragraphs of the Oceans and Law of the Sea Resolutions of the United 
Nations General Assembly”  

• UNCLOS provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans 
• Cautioned against the exploitation “by a few” of the ocean’s genetic resources, beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction 
• Efforts following up on the Rio+20 outcome related to marine biological diversity beyond areas of 

national jurisdiction (BBNJ) must not be duplicated 
• Committed to achieving the objectives of the CBD 
• Calling on all parties to fully support implementation of the three Rio Conventions 
• Critical to combat IUU fishing, follow agreed commitments on oceans issues, and build capacity and 

                                                
33 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the United Nations 2014a; 
Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the United Nations 2014b  
34 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to the United 
Nations 2014 
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transfer marine technologies 
 
Contact: Minister Claudio Rossell, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 
 
 
--Norway, Denmark, and Ireland35 (OWG Member: Western European and Others Group) 

• UNCLOS provides the legal framework for conservation and sustainable use of oceans 
• Stressed that IUU fishing must come to an end 
• Targets suggested at OWG10: 

o Implementation of regional and international regimes governing oceans and seas 
o Sustainable management of marine resources 
o Marine pollution and debris 
o Destruction of marine habitat including by acidification 
o Combating IUU and destructive fishing practices 

• At OWG 11, still unsure how to reflect oceans and seas at the goal level 
• Suggested targets at OWG 11: 

o In support of targets on marine ecosystems, IUU fishing, fishing subsidies, and restoring fish 
stocks 

o Reference to sustainable aquaculture 
 
Contact: H.E. Geir O. Pedersen, Permanent Mission of Norway to the UN 
 
 
--Egypt36 (OWG Member: African Group) 

• Strong linkages between oceans and other priority areas currently being discussed in sustainable 
development agenda 

• Elements that should be taken into closer consideration, based on “The Future We Want:” 
o Ensure conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and seas and of their resources 
o Reduce the incidence and impacts of marine pollution 
o Prevent introduction of alien invasive species and manage their adverse environmental 

impacts 
o Address ocean acidification and the impacts of climate change 

• UNCLOS presents the legal framework for activities related to oceans 
 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Mootaz Ahmadein Khalil, Permanent Representative of Egypt to the UN 
 
-- Serbia and Belarus37 (OWG Member: Eastern European Group) 

• Oceans focus area should highlight its environmental aspects 
 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Milan Milanović, Permanent Representative of Serbia to the UN 
 
--Gabon38 (Not an OWG Member) 

                                                
35 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Norway to the United Nations 2014 
36 IISD 2014a; Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations 2014 
37 IISD 2014c 
38 IISD 2014c 
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• Conservation and sustainable use of marine resources are major challenges for other issue areas 
• Support for targets reducing marine pollution 

 
--Uganda39 (Not an OWG Member) 

• “Given that over three billion people, nearly half of the world’s population, depend on marine and 
coastal resources for their livelihoods, the importance of oceans and seas cannot be overemphasized” 

• “Need to implement the provisions of UNCLOS and building the capacities of developing countries to 
benefit from the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and seas and their resources” 

• Mobilization of capacity building and technology transfer is critical for achieving SDGs and targets 
• The importance of marine and coastal resources cannot be overemphasized with the livelihoods of over 

three billion people depending on them 
 
Contact: H.E. Dr. Richard Nduhuura, Permanent Representative of Uganda to the UN 
 
--Costa Rica40 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Noted the importance of marine areas and food security 
 
--Cabo Verde41 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Targets discussed at OWG10: 
o Establish and consolidate MPAs 
o End destruction of marine habitats 
o Eliminate IUU fishing 
o end deforestation and land degradation and achieve a land degradation neutral world by 2030 
o boost capacities in scientific research 
o promote inclusive partnerships for technology transfer 

 
 
--Austria42 (Not an OWG Member) 

• highlighted protection of dolphins and whales 
• ensuring access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

Contact: H.E. Mr. Martin Sajdik, Permanent Representative of Austria to the UN 
 
-- Iceland43 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Suggestions on targets provided at OWG11: 
o biggest source of pollution is from land-based activities, and needs to be reflected in the target on 

marine pollution 
o include sustainable development pillars and a reference to the FAO Code of Conduct for 

sustainable fisheries management target 
o IUU fishing target year should be 2025, as 2020 is most likely “too ambitious” 
o Add two new targets: 

 Strengthen the document on economic and social dimensions  

                                                
39 IISD 2014a; Permanent Mission of Uganda to the United Nations 2014 
40 IISD 2014b 
41 IISD 2014b 
42 IISD 2014b 
43 Permanent Mission of Iceland to the United Nations 2014 
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• “Increase by X% by 2030 the economic benefits from sustainable use of living 
marine resources” 

 capacity-building efforts 
• “Double every fifth year capacity-building measures in developing countries for 

the conservation and sustainable use of ocean resources” 
Contact: H.E. Ms. Gréta Gunnarsdóttir, Permanent Representative of Iceland to the UN 
 
3.  Member States in favor of integrated goal   
 
--Guinea and Lesotho, on behalf of the African Group44 (OWG Member: African Group) 

• SDG framework should address: 
o Pollution 
o Acidification 
o Sustainable development of marine resources 

• Streamline the focus areas on marine resources, oceans and seas and ecosystems and biodiversity, under 
the title “Take urgent and significant actions for the conservation, sustainable use and restoration of 
biodiversity, marine resources and terrestrial ecosystems” 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Anatolio Ndong Mba, Permanent Representative of Equatorial Guinea to the UN 
 
--Mexico and Peru45 (OWG Member: Latin American and Caribbean Group) 

• UNCLOS is the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and seas and their 
resources 

• Prioritize attention to ocean acidification 
• Enhance access to fisheries markets 
• Eliminate subsidies and over-fishing 
• Not duplicate objectives already approved 
• Respect BBNJ working group as the adequate forum for discussing conservation and sustainable use of 

marine biological diversity in ABNJ 
• Recognize that MPAs in ABNJ are not universally supported 
• Targets suggested at OWG10 

o Enhancing capabilities for artisanal fishing and tourism activities 
o Increase number of countries with coastal communities in disaster prone areas that have 

developed risk management plans 
• Merge the oceans and ecosystems focus areas, with holistic targets 
• Establishment of MPAs should be “within areas of national jurisdiction” not ABNJ 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Jorge Mario Montano y Martinez. Permanent Mission of Mexico to the UN 
 
--Colombia and Guatemala46 (OWG Member: Latin American and Caribbean Group) 

• Targets suggested at OWG10: 
o Reduce marine pollution 
o Protect marine habitats 

                                                
44 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014c; 
45 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c; Permanent Mission of Peru to the United Nations 2014 
46 IISD 2014b; IISD 2014c 
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o Adopt sustainable agriculture for ocean and freshwater fishery practices 
• Suggested that there was value in merging two focus areas of oceans and seas and ecosystems, 

as long as strong targets for both areas remain 
o Merge targets on IUU fishing and sustainable fish stocks 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Miguel Camilo Ruiz, Deputy Permanent Representative of Colombia to the UN 
 --Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India47 (OWG Member: African Group) 

• Support an integrated goal on ecosystem management 
• “UNCLOS was once considered the constitution of oceans, the challenges have grown more complex” 
• “We must determine goals with an emphasis on the long-term sustainability of the oceans and seas, 

while being conscious that many related issues are being addressed elsewhere” 
 
Contact: Ambassador Masood Khan, Permanent Representative of Pakistan 
 
--Republic of Korea48 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

• Need to change the conventional approach to these issues and to develop broader indicators of economic 
progress 

• Supports a goal on natural resources and ecosystem services 
• Open to merging oceans and ecosystems focus areas 
• IUU fishing target should be presented in accordance with international agreements 
• Target on fishing subsidies should be deleted 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Joon Oh, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the UN 
 
--Bhutan49 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 

o Convergence of views favoring overall goals on ecosystems and biodiversity 
 
--Bulgaria and Croatia50 (OWG Member: Eastern European Group) 

• Oceans are the source of life “not just for fish but also for us,” and are crucial for economic 
development 

• Stand-alone goal on sustainable management of natural resources 
o Targets suggested at OWG10: 

 Conservation and sustainable use of marine resources, oceans, and seas, including 
reducing marine pollution, promoting sustainable exploitation of marine resources, 
achieving sustainable fisheries, ensuring full implementation of regional and 
international regimes governing oceans and seas  
 

Contact: H.E. Stephan Tafrov, Permanent Mission of Bulgaria to the UN 
 
--Bangladesh51 (OWG Member: Asia-Pacific Group) 
                                                
47 IISD 2014 and Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the United Nations 2014 
48 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014c 
49 IISD 2014b 
50 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Bulgaria to the United Nations 2014 
51 IISD 2014a; IISD 2014b; Permanent Mission of Bangladesh 
 to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of Bangladesh 
 to the United Nations 2014b 
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• Calls for ocean governance that is effective, efficient, and equitable 
• Stresses the need for collaborative partnerships, and urges the equitable sharing of benefits from 

resources 
• Expresses interest in mainstreaming these issues across other goals, including a broader goal on ecology 

or under a climate change goal 
• Finds the proposed targets worth considering under an integrated approach to secure sustainable 

management of ecosystem and resources 
• Wants to know how critical scientific and managerial capabilities in coastal countries, related to targets, 

will be built 
• Believes that some of the targets in the paper would better qualify as indicators 
• Additional targets discussed at OWG10: 

o Promoting sustainable exploitation of marine resources 
o Promoting sustainable use of marine fisheries and addressing all IUU fishing practices 
o Protection of marine resources and establishment of MPAs 
o Addressing marine pollution, destruction of marine habitat and oceans acidification 

• Suggested at OWG 11 that the proposition of having a more integrated goal centering ecosystem and 
biodiversity is poignant, with specific elements like small-scale fisheries, coastal areas protection, 
containment of salinization to be factored within a robust goal 

 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Abulkalam Abdul Momen, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the UN 
 
--Sweden52 (Not an OWG Member) 

• Stand-alone goal on sustainable management on natural resources and ecosystems 
• Integration of the issues throughout the goal framework 
• End to IUU fisheries 
• End to harmful subsidies in fisheries 
• Suggestions at OWG 11: 

o Support solid and clear references to MSY and IUU fishing (has to improve by at least 2020) 
o Consistency with Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

 
Contact: Ambassador Anna Brandt, Permanent Representative of Sweden to the UN 
 
--Finland53 (Not an OWG Member) 
 

• Support a stand-alone goal on natural resources, ecosystem services, and biodiversity 
 
Contact: H.E. Mr. Jarmo Viinanen, Permanent Representative of Finland to the UN 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
52 IISD 2014a; Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United Nations 2014a; Permanent Mission of Sweden to 
the United Nations 2014b 
53 Permanent Mission of Finland to the United Nations 2014 
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