
ABNJ in the Mediterranean- a historic 
overview

•  Overall framework: UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the 
Mediterranean

•  SPA/BD Protocol: applies to all the marine waters of the 
Mediterranean, including ABNJ and provides the procedure for the 
establishment of SPAMIs (joint proposals, also on high seas possible)

•  First twelve SPAMIs were identified in 2001

•  By 2014 33 SPAMIs have  already been established in the 
Mediterranean, including Pelagos Santuary, an area embracing mainly 
pelagic ecosystems
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Recent developments: EcAp-MED 
2012-2015 

•  The EcAp-MED 2012-2015 project aims to assist the Contracting 
Parties to promote through the SPAMI system the setting up of a 
representative network of protected areas embracing the 
Mediterranean open seas, including the deep seas

•  It builds on Article 9 of SPA/BD Protocol:
Proposals for inclusion in the List may be submitted:
•   by two or more neighbouring Parties concerned if the area is situated, 

partly or wholly, on the high seas
•   by the neighbouring Parties concerned in areas where the limits of 

national jurisdiction have not yet been defined”

•  “The neighbouring Parties concerned shall consult each other with a view to 
ensuring the consistency of the proposed protection and management 
measures, as well as the means for their implementation”
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Recent developments: EcAp-MED 
2012-2015 

Furthermore, the EcAp-MED project builds on the Methodology agreed 
during the 2010 Extraordinary Meeting of the Focal Points for Specially 
Protected Areas:

Setting up ad hoc working groups made of representatives from the 
concerned neighbouring countries. The operational aims of these 
working groups are:

1.  To ensure coordination and follow-up of the activities to be carried 
out in order to prepare the SPAMI presentation reports

2.  To initiate sustainable consultation dynamics between the 
concerned neighboring Parties

3.  To facilitate national consultation processes
4.  To develop pilot experiences in the Mediterranean that can be 

replicated in other priority conservation areas identified in the open 
seas by the Contracting Parties	  
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ABNJ in the Mediterranean- a historic 
overview

•  in 2010 the “operational criteria for identifying SPAMIs in areas of 
open seas, including the deep seas” were defined

•  12 Priority conservation areas in the open seas, including the 
deep seas, likely to contain sites that could be candidates for the 
SPAMI list were agreed by that date

•  EcAp-MED EU funded project phase 1 greatly assisted the 
identification of these areas and currently (EcAp-MED 
2012-2015) is aiming to assist the establishment of SPAMIs in the 
three priority areas of Alboran Sea, the Adriatic Sea and the Sicily 
Channel/Tunisian Plateau

•  Closer partnerships with GFCM, ACCOBAMS (on MPAs and 
FRAs), IUCN and CBD (on EBSAs) is considered in new phase
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Priority conservation areas in the open seas, including the 
deep seas, likely to contain sites that could be candidates 

for the SPAMI List

A:	  Alborán	  Seamounts;	  B:	  Southern	  Balearic;	  C:	  Gulf	  of	  Lions	  shelf	  and	  slope;	  D:	  Central	  Tyrrhenian;	  E:	  Northern	  Strait	  of	  Sicily	  (including	  Adventure	  
and	  nearby	  banks);	  F:	  Southern	  Strait	  of	  Sicily;	  G:	  Northern	  and	  Central	  AdriaGc;	  H:	  Santa	  Maria	  di	  Leuca;	  I:	  Northeastern	  Ionian;	  J:	  Thracian	  Sea;	  K:	  
Northeastern	  LevanGne	  Sea	  and	  Rhodes	  Gyre;	  L:	  Nile	  Delta	  Region	  (§:	  Pelagos	  Sanctuary	  declared	  as	  SPAMI	  in	  2001)	  
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Recent developments: EcAp-MED 
2012-2015 

Key recent achievements of the EcAp-MED so far include:

1.  Alboran Sea area: 2011 meetings among representatives of 
Algeria, Morocco and Spain relaunched on December 2013

2.  Gulf of Lions area: meetings among representatives of France and 
Spain on March 2011 and December 2011

3.  Adriatic area: meetings among representatives of Adriatic riparian 
countries on September 2014 and scheduled  for  April 2015

4.  Sicily Channel-Tunisian Plateau area: meetings among 
representatives of Italy, Libya, Malta and Tunisia on September 
2014 and scheduled  for  April 2015

For all areas, needed scientific supporting documentation was compiled 
and draft roadmaps were developed, indicating way forward in the 
process to identify, establish and declare SPAMIs in the open seas.
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Recent developments: EcAp-MED 
2012-2015 

Further planned deliveries of the EcAp-MED 2012-2015 project 
include:

1. Scientific workshops on the biodiversity of the Mediterranean  
pelagic ecosystems and deep-sea habitats (co-financed by 
Mediterranean Trust Fund of the Barcelona Convention) in order to 
contribute to the improvement of the state of knowledge on open 
sea and deep sea ecosystems and their uses

2. Thematic reports and comprehensive GIS information about the 
areas to serve as a solid base for further future consultations 
between countries and for decision-makers
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Recent developments: EcAp-MED 
2012-2015 

3.  Best practices for the case of protected areas in the open seas

4.  Promote the development of a Joint Strategy with ACCOBAMS, 
IUCN and GFCM on how to address common interests in the 
three priority sites

5. Further support to the sub-regional working groups for collecting 
and compiling existing data and to prepare in common SPAMI 
proposals upon their request

6.    Address duplication potential of the current project, progress 
established to other priority areas.
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Since work on SPAMIs has been ongoing at the regional level, 
during 2001, it provided opportunities for key inputs as a 
region to the international negotiations on Ecologically or 
Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs).

Thus, we have closely cooperated last year with the CBD 
Secretariat, and co-organized a Mediterranean Regional 
Workshop on EBSAs (Malaga, Spain. April 2014) to facilitate a 
Mediterranean input into the CBD discussions.

Based on this regional Workshop 15 EBSAs were agreed at the 
12 CBD COP, to be included in the EBSAs repository.

Recent developments- EBSAs
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CBD	  defined	  EBSAs	  (purple	  with	  pink	  areas	  overlaps)	  and	  	  
UNEP-‐MAP	  Priority	  Areas	  for	  ConservaBon	  (yellow)	  

Recent developments- EBSAs

10	  



As a further follow-up to the agreement on these significant 
areas in the Mediterranean region beyond the coasts, it 
would be an interesting undertaking to see interlinkages 
and gaps regarding UNEP/MAP priority areas for 
conservation, and the defined EBSAs.

 ie: where management and/or conservation measures 
should be focused based on the views of the Parties to 
the Barcelona Convention	  

Future follow -up
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Thanks	  for	  your	  a7en9on	  
For further info please contact: 
 daniel.cebrian@rac-spa.org 
car-asp@rac-spa.org 
 

Regional Approach to ABNJ: the Mediterranean 

experience (in the framework of  UNEP/MAP-

Barcelona Convention) 


