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The Workshop on Capacity Development to 
Improve the Management of Marine Areas 
Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ): Needs, 
Experiences, Options, and Opportunities will 
bring together various stakeholders, including gov-
ernments, international organizations, civil soci-
ety and national and regional ocean leaders to:

1. Discuss and exchange information and perspec-
tives towards a broader understanding of the 
needs and opportunities in the development of 
capacity regarding ABNJ

 2. Contribute information on capacity develop-
ment to the global deliberations towards a 
legally-binding international instrument on  
biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction 
(BBNJ) under the UN Convention on the Law 
of the Sea; and

 3. Formulate next steps in the way forward in  
advancing capacity development regarding 
ABNJ, building on past and ongoing initiatives 
and experiences (especially the outputs of the 
GEF/FAO Common Oceans Program), and re-
sponding to global prescriptions on capacity 
development regarding marine resources and 
their management.

Participants are encouraged to also attend  
The Global Blue Growth Investment Conference. 

The Global Blue Growth Investment Con-
ference will harness the new policy paradigm on 
Blue Growth into a coherent package of bankable  
projects, and contribute to SDG 14.7, urging all 
to “increase the economic benefits to small island 
developing States (SIDS) and least developed coun-
tries (LDCs) from the sustainable use of marine 
resources, including through sustainable manage-
ment of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism.”

This conference will facilitate integrated approach-
es to coastal development through integrated  
marine and coastal spatial planning with coordi-
nated investments, inter alia, in marine protected 
areas, small scale fisheries, aquaculture, land-based 
oceanic industries, tourism, urban development, 
and ocean-related energy.

Expression of Interest

Individuals/groups wishing to make a presentation or 
organize a side event at the ABNJ Capacity Develop-
ment workshop, should send an email explaining the 
interest to Ujwala Ramakrishna (ujwalakm@udel.edu) 
by 2 May 2016. 
Individuals/groups wishing to participate in the  
Workshop, should fill out a registration form (avail-
able online at https://globaloceanforumdotcom.files.
wordpress.com/2016/03/2016_abnj_registration_
form.pdf) and send to Miriam Balgos (miriambalgos@
globaloceans.org) by 9 May 2016.  
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The marine areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ), which comprise 64% of the 
oceans’ surface, contain ecosystems with marine resources and biodiversity of great 

ecological, socioeconomic, and cultural importance. 

Capacity development in ABNJ through fostering global cross-sectoral cooperation and 
information-sharing, improving capacity, and moving toward an ecosystem approach for 
sustainable fisheries and marine biodiversity, is crucial for the conservation and sustainable 
use of living marine resources in ABNJ.
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